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Our Next Book and Discussion Time is... 
 
Our next book discussion will be Sunday, March 17, 2019 @ 12:30 in the dining hall. 
We will discuss "The Holy Eclair" by Rebecca Ramsey. 

 
 
 

This month in our Ministry Team Update, we want to focus our 
attention on another Missional effort. For just over three years, 
Fernwood has been assisting a Congolese refugee family. We 
have been helping make sure they have food, clothes, and 
household items such as a washer/dryer and television. We have 
provided transportation to job interviews and doctors' 
appointments. Our team has helped with logistics such as getting 

driver's licenses and car insurance as well as learning to use items such as a stove, oven, vacuum 
cleaner and safety belts. Recently, our team has been instrumental in connecting the family to 
Blake Hart, formerly of CBF, who has helped them with getting green cards.  
 

Kathy Hensley met this family in 2016 through her work with the Adult Learning Center and felt 
led to help them. She shared this desire with the deacons at the time and a Good Neighbor Team 
was formed. Members of this team include Sara and Randy Gardner, Robert Hendrix, Clarence 
Batts, Mason and Marcia Harris, Wendy Case, and Mike and Kathy Hensley. This team partners 
with a national refugee agency called World Relief. 
 
Kathy shares that the family is continuing to learn English, getting better jobs, and going to 
Spartanburg Community College to pursue dreams such as becoming a nurse. They could still use 
someone to help them use an oven, crock pot and other cooking items. As Kathy reflects, "we all 
hope to continue our relationship with them for as long as we can.  They are all such loving, open 
people. We have all been more blessed by them than we could ever bless them." 
 
Continue to pray for this refugee family as they continue to assimilate into the American culture. 
So many things that we take for granted are new and strange to them even now. Contact one of 
the members of the Good Neighbor team if you are interested and able to assist with the family's 
needs.  

Written by Lee Anne Bailie 

Our Vision is to be Christ to each other 

and our community— doing 

justice, loving mercy and 

walking humbly with our God. 
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Ashes to Ashes…Dust to Dust 
 

 

 
 

 

 

The above quotation comes from the 1928 Book of Common Prayer to be used during the order for 
the burial of the dead. It is suggested to be said while simultaneously “earth shall be cast upon the 
body by some standing by…” Often this is the most difficult part of the burial liturgy because it 
involves our hands. I’ve always been fascinated by what peoples’ hands communicate. Our hands 
reveal a lot about what is going on in our heads.  
 
How we touch others is determined by how we feel about them. Full touch with the palm of the hand 
is warm and affectionate while touching with fingertips betrays less affection. When we are 
comfortable and content, blood flows into the hands making them warm and pliable. Stress makes 
our hands feel colder and more rigid. Hands also indicate how much we care for ourselves…tended 
to or filthy; nails manicured or ragged. It is interesting that our brain gives a disproportionate amount 
of attention to the fingers, and hands, as compared to the rest of the body.  
 
“Letting Go” is difficult work. Ash Wednesday is about letting go. Letting go of our failures, faults, and 
shame. Letting go of our striving to be perfect, orderly, always in control. Letting go of our emotions, 
fears, and ultimately our very lives. Being marked with ashes serves as a reminder of our dustiness 
and frailty. I love the line by Jan Richardson in her Ash Wednesday blessing from Circle of Grace 
“…did you not know what the Holy One can do with dust?” 
 
This week we will be invited to let go…to unclench our grasp on things we think we can control and 
open our hands to the limitless potential of what the Holy One is doing in our lives. Throughout this 
Lenten Season we will continue our practice of letting go. Guided by the ancient Celtic monks we will 
embody spiritual practices that teach us to loosen our grip. What are the things you are grasping with 
all your might? What might you need to “let go” during this Lenten season?  
 
I pray you will join me this week as we unclench our fists and release the dirt in our hands as we 
receive these familiar words again “ashes to ashes…dust to dust” and “let go” of all that is holding us 
back. 

May our prayer today be that of Henri Nouwen in his book With These Hands: 
 
Dear God, I am so afraid to open my clenched fists! Who will I be when I have nothing left to hold on 
to? Who will I be when I stand before you with empty hands? Please help me to gradually open my 
hands and to discover that I am not what I own, but what you want to give me. And what you want to 
give me is love – unconditional, everlasting love. Amen. 

 

~ Rev. Eric  

“Forasmuch as it hath pleased Almighty God of his great mercy to take unto himself  
the soul of our dear brother here departed, we therefore commit his body to the ground;  

earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust;  
in sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life through our Lord Jesus Christ…” 

 



TOTAL Ministries 

Current needs include: Soups (all types), jelly, grits, 
oatmeal, canned fruit, applesauce, cake mix and frosting, 
one pound bags of dry beans, peanut butter, canned 
meats (such as Spam, salmon, tuna, beef stew), cereals, 
one pound bags of rice, macaroni and cheese, spaghetti 

sauce and noodles (pasta), all types of canned vegetables and toiletries. Collection containers are 
located in front of the church office. 

 

Deacons of the Week 
                      

                           Week beginning March 10, 2019                 Sara Gardner/Lonnie Myers 
                           Week beginning March 17, 2019                 Clarence Batts/Gerald Keown  
                           Week beginning March 24, 2019                 Linda Raines/Jack Todd 
                           Week beginning March 31, 2019                 Wendy Case/Robert Hendrix 
 

 
FERNWOOD BAPTIST CHURCH 

OPERATING FINANCIAL RESULTS 

Year-To-Date  February 2019 

         

        

Actual Better 

        

or (Worse) Than 

      

Actual Budget Budget 

OPERATING RECEIPTS 
     

 

Contributions Received 
  

$49,999  $59,167  ($9,168) 

 

Use of Building Receipts 
  

$1,330  $0  $1,330  

 

Other Income 
   

$0  $0  $0  

 

Transfers 
   

$0  $0  $0  

 

        Total Operating 

Receipts 
 

$51,329  $59,167  ($7,838) 

         OPERATING 

EXPENDITURES 
       Total Personnel Related 
  

$21,075  $27,008  $5,933  

 

Children / Youth Ministry 
  

$190  $500  $310  

 

Music Ministry 
   

$0  $767  $767  

 

Community Ministry 
  

$0  $3,417  $3,417  

 

Ministry Teams 
   

$364  $567  $203  

 

State & World Missions 
  

$1,653  $2,666  $1,013  

 

Operating Ministry 
  

$18,660  $24,242  $5,582  

 

         Total Operating 

Expenditures 
 

$41,942  $59,167  $17,225  

         OPERATING RECEIPTS 

MORE(LESS) THAN 
       OPERATING 

EXPENDITDURES 
 

$9,387  $0  $9,387  



        CBF State General Assembly 2019 

 
 

 
 
 

SHARING AND CARING 
 

Suzy Nicholas 
134 Lyndhurst Street 

Spartanburg, SC 29307 

 
Want to brighten someone’s day!  

Send a card, make a visit or call them! 
 

And we know that in all things God works 
for the good of those who love him, 

who have been called according 
to his purpose. 

 
Romans 8: 28  

 
 

CBF National General Assembly 2019 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, March 10 – The First Sunday in Lent 
Daylight Savings Time Begins – Spring Forward 

3-5pm - Discernment Session II: 
Fernwood History & Conflict 

Margaret League – Dining Room 
 

Sunday, March 17 – The Second Sunday in Lent 
12-2pm – Book Discussion “Holy Éclair” | Dining Room 

3-5pm - Discernment Session III: 
Congregational Care 

Dr. Jay Kieve, CBF of SC, Coordinator - Dining Room 
 

Sunday, March 24 – The Third Sunday in Lent 
3-5pm - Discernment Session IV: 

Living into our Mission Statement 
Dr. Gerald Keown - Dining Room 

 
Sunday, March 31 – The Fourth Sunday in Lent 

 
Monday, April 1 – Friday, April 5 

District Schools Spring Break 
No Regular Activities for the Week 

 
Sunday, April 7 – The Fifth Sunday in Lent 

 
Sunday, April 14 – Palm Sunday 

12:15-2pm – Quarterly Luncheon – sponsored by Stewardship & Finance Committees 
 

Wednesday, April 17 – NO regular activities due to 
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday Services 

 
Thursday, April 18 – Maundy Thursday 
7pm – Maundy Thursday Service - Chapel 

 
Friday, April 19 – Good Friday 

7pm – Good Friday Service - Sanctuary 
First Baptist Greenville Choir will be joining our Sanctuary Choir 

 
Sunday, April 21 – Easter 

7am – Easter Sunrise Service at Greenlawn behind St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 
7:45am – Breakfast provided by St. Paul’s 

9am-1pm – Soup Kitchen 
 
 



AGO Concert 
 
 
The Spartanburg Chapter of the 
American Guild of Organists, led by 
Erica Pauly, presented their “AGO 
& Friends Concert” featuring the 
organ as a collaborative instrument 
on Monday evening, February 25 in 
the FERNWOOD BAPTIST CHURCH 
SANCTUARY. 
 
The FERNWOOD SANCTUARY 
CHOIR did us proud as we offered 
two of our favorite anthems with 
Erica at the organ and Rebecca 
Turner at the piano! And we felt 
greatly supported and loved by the many faces from Fernwood in the pews that night. The beautiful 
concert was followed by a reception for all attendees in the Concourse.  

 
 

Photo's of the Spartanburg Interfaith Alliance 
Panel Discussion on Homelessness 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A Call to Prayer 
 
On March 10th, I will be presenting a glimpse of my history with 
Fernwood Baptist Church at 3 p.m. in the dining room. It will 
include mention of conflict that our church has experienced. I am 
inviting you to join me in prayer for that session. 
 
Let us pray for spiritual discernment as we review past days at 
Fernwood and look forward to God's guidance in the future. This is 
His church (Matthew 16:13-18). He will not abandon us. He will 
work through our prayers. 
 
Pray, believe, love God, and love each other! 

Margaret League 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 

Fernwood Baptist Church 

200 Fernwood Drive 
Spartanburg, SC 29307 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Mon – Thurs: 8:30am to 4:30pm 
Please call ahead for availability. 
(864) 582-7467 
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Publication Notice 
 

The next bi-weekly e-blast newsletter publication will be  Wednesday, March 20, 2019. 
NEW Deadline for all articles is Tuesday, March 19, 2019 at Noon. (Printed copies will be mailed 
out on Thursday of that week.) 
 
PLEASE NOTE: You may submit your information via email (angie@fernwoodchurch.org) or through 
the church office.  Please do not submit any information over the phone.  Information submitted after 
the deadline will not be published until the following issue (no exceptions).  Thank you for your 
understanding! 
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