
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Fernwood Baptist Church 
Sunday, December 23, 2018 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

Sunday:  Sunday School 9:45 a.m.  Worship 10:55 a.m. 

Wednesday:  Family Supper at 5:30 p.m. followed by  

6:15 p.m. - Missions & More for Children  | 6:15 p.m. – Bible Study for Adults 

7:00 p.m. – Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal – Music Suite 



† Please stand, in body or spirit, as you are able. 
 

 

 

T H E   W O R S H I P   O F   G O D 
 

The Lord’s Day December 23, 2018 
 

 

The Welcome & Announcements Rev. Eric Coleman 
 

The season of Advent is a time of new beginnings for the Christian Church as we 

mark the start of a new liturgical year and wait with anticipation for the arrival of 

the Christ Child and the union of human and Divine, of heaven and earth.  

Advent comes from the Latin word, adventus, meaning ‘coming.’ 

It is a season of preparation as we keep a vigil of expectation for what is to come.  

 

The Chiming of the Hour  
 

The Words for Silent Meditation 
 

“Religion is for lovers, for men and women of passion, for real people  

with a passion for something other than taking profits, people who believe  

in something, who hope like mad in something, who love something  

with a love that surprises understanding.” 

~ John Caputo, “On Religion,” 20
th

 century 
 

“Your task is not to seek for love, but merely to seek and find all the barriers 

within yourself that you have built against it.” 

~ Rumi, 13
th

 century 

 

The Ministry of Music                    Polish Carol 
arr. Ralph Manuel 

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 
Marcia Harris, organ; Irina Peace; piano 

   

†The Processional Hymn, 104 IRBY 

Once in Royal David’s City 
Stanza 1: Lee Anne Bailie, soprano 

Stanzas 2-4: Congregation and Sanctuary Choir 

 



† Please stand, in body or spirit, as you are able. 
 

 

 

†The Call to Worship   Eric Coleman 
  

One: We come to glorify God, to rejoice in the One who saves us. 

 All:  God comes, so we might believe, so we might be blessed. 
 

One: Our hearts leap for joy! For God is coming to us in a child. 

All:  God comes to those who hunger for hope,  

 for those who thirst for grace. 
 

One: Holy is the One who comes in God’s name, who fulfills every promise. 

All:  God comes to walk with those who follow in faith,  

 to bring peace to a shattered world. 
 

One: Our souls magnify the Lord, and our spirit rejoices in God our Savior. 

All:  For the mighty One has done great things, holy is God’s name. 
 

One: God is entering our world and our lives again in a new way. 

All:  God is with us: Emmanuel, bringing love anew to us this day! 

 

†Passing of the Peace 
 

Litany of the Candle of LOVE Ginn Family 
 

One: We have lit three candles – for hope, peace, and joy. Today we light the 

fourth candle – the candle of LOVE. With this flame we signify the love 

of God that surrounds and fills us at all times, but that we recognize in a 

special way in the Christmas story. There is no greater power than love. 

It is stronger than rulers and empires, grief or despair, stronger even than 

death. We love, because God first loves us. 

All: Loving God, we open ourselves to you this Christmas season.  

 As these candles are lit, light our lives with your imagination.  

 Show us the creative power of hope. Teach us the peace that comes 

from justice. Fill us with the kind of joy that cannot be contained, 

but must be shared. Magnify your love within us.  

 Prepare our hearts to be transformed by you, that we may walk in 

the light of Christ. Amen.  

 



† Please stand, in body or spirit, as you are able. 
 

 

 

Advent Candle Song Bernadette Farrell 

Christ Be Our Light 
 

 
 

 

The Hebrew Bible Reading Jack Todd 
 

Micah 5:2-5a; Psalm 80:1-7 NRSV  

(Pages 756;470 in the pew Bibles.) 

One:  This is the Word of the Lord.             

All:  Thanks be to God. 
 

The Prayer of Adoration Jack Todd 
 

†The Hymn of Adoration, No. 90 BESANÇON 

People, Look East 
 

The Call to Confession Eric Coleman 
One:  Eternal God, in the days long ago when the earth was flat,  

 and heaven was above the chorus, and disease was caused by demons, 

your son was born to lighten all our darknesses. We now,  

 after the enlightenment, are in bondage to different limitations.  

 We doubt what we cannot prove; we ignore what we cannot see,  

 and finding little room for faith, we must confess. 

All:   We suspect angels and disbelieve good news.  



† Please stand, in body or spirit, as you are able. 
 

 

 

One: We admit to ourselves to be both infected and affected by the spirit of 

our times. Behind talk of world peace, we hear the machinery of war; 

beneath talk of global equality, we detect the posturing of the powerful; 

beside talk of your church being renewed, we recognize the bondage to 

failed patterns of the past. Rather than embrace the light, we become 

fascinated by darkness, and must confess,  

All:   We suspect angels and disbelieve good news. 
 

One: Ah, God, who will save us? Our cynicism is the fruit of our experience, 

not the key to the future. Our suspiciousness helps us to smell the rat, 

never to recognize the dove. Our perfect analysis may describe the 

mountain, but is helpless to move it. With little pride, we must confess. 

All:   We suspect angels and disbelieve good news. 

 We wait and watch and listen still in the silence of the night. 

 

The Call to Prayer STILLE NACHT 
Text: Joseph Mohr 

Music: Franz Gruber 

Silent Night (stanza 4) 
 

Silent night! Holy night! 

Where today all the might 

Of His fatherly love us graced 

And then Jesus, as brother embraced. 

|: All the peoples on earth :| 

 

The Assurance of Pardon  
One:  As Christmas approaches, give us a share of that divine naïveté enjoyed 

by Elizabeth and Zechariah, Mary and Joseph, and unnamed country 

folk, who encountered angels and believed the Good News and 

recognized Christ among them. 

All: As we open our hearts to God, we are filled with joy that was sung 

at the annunciation, with the hope that walked among us, with the 

grace which is always with us, with the love that knows no end. 

Thanks be to God, we are forgiven! Amen. 

 



† Please stand, in body or spirit, as you are able. 
 

 

 

The Anthem                           Allen Pote 

An Advent Prayer 
 

Come holy Jesus, Come to free us from our sin. 

Come holy Jesus, and make us pure within.  

Inspire each heart with illumined surprise,  

enkindle a flame anew. 

Increase our faith and strengthen our lives, 

show us the joy of living life in you. Amen.  

 

The Gospel Reading Eric Coleman 
 

Luke 1:39-55; NRSV  

(Page 831 in the pew Bibles.) 

One:  This is the Good News offered for all.             

All:  Thanks be to God. 

 

The Sermon                       Eric Coleman 

“The One Who Comes” 
 

†The Hymn of Response, No. 132 CAROL 

It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 
 

During the Hymn of Response, you are invited to make your decision 

 public by meeting a minister at the front of the sanctuary. 

 
The Offertory Prayer Robert Hendrix 

 
The Returning of Tithes & Giving of Offerings 

 
The Offertory Music            Robert MacGimsey 

Sweet Little Jesus Boy 
Stafford Turner, baritone 

 

 



† Please stand, in body or spirit, as you are able. 
 

 

 

†The Doxology VENI EMMANUEL 

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

 

 

†The Benediction     Eric Coleman 

 
The Ministry of Music                              arr. Jarrod Radnich 

 

The First Noel 
Nathan Vondergeest, piano 

 
 

As we prepare for service, the Light of Christ goes out before us. 
 

Christ Be Our Light © 1999 by OCP 

An Advent Prayer © 1984 by Hinshaw Music, Inc. 

Call to Confession & Assurance of Pardon – Cloth for the Cradle © 1997 WGRG, Iona Community, Glasgow, Scotland. 

Graphic designed by Drew Patton 2018 

Copyright Cleared Music for Churches and CCLI #2849146. 

Worship services with music are streamed on the church website with permission under CCLI license #CSPL066342. 

 
 

 

WELCOME, GUESTS! We are honored to worship God with you today. You may find 
information about the church in the lobby/concourse.  If you would like to become a 
member of Fernwood Baptist Church, you are invited to speak with a minister during the 
Hymn of Response or following the worship service.  If you need pastoral care, please call 
864-582-7467. 
 

Our guest musicians today are Brian Loden, Stafford Turner, and Nathan 

Vondergeest. Many thanks for sharing your gifts with us! Welcome back to 

Fernwood! 

 



† Please stand, in body or spirit, as you are able. 
 

 

 

Christmas-Eve Candlelight Moravian Lovefeast – 5pm.  
The order of the service is as simple as its message. Together we will sing carols, read 
again the scriptures of incarnation, pray unto God, and share a common meal together. 
Of course we will have all the Fernwood requirements with Suzanne Wynn Brown 
singing “O Holy Night” and the lighting of the candles to Silent Night. This year there will 
even be a brand-new anthem composed by family of one of our own members 
commemorating the 200th anniversary of Silent Night. Shh, it’s a secret! You will have to 
attend to find out whom this may refer to! Join us on Christmas Eve @ 5pm for this 
special service as we pause to remember the most precious gift of all, Jesus the Christ, 
born in Bethlehem!  
 
60th Anniversary Celebration 
We are planning a grand celebration which will be on Sunday, January 13, 2019. We 
will be inviting former ministers of Fernwood to come and celebrate with us. Our 
Proclaimer will be our very own, Reverend Judith Myers. Following the service, we will 
join together for lunch and fellowship in the Gym. The Church Council will be providing 
the meat and drinks. We are asking for everyone to bring side dishes and desserts to 
share.  Please mark this on your calendar so you will not miss this grand event. P.S. If 
you know of any former member who would love to join us for the Grand Celebration, 
please feel free to invite them to both the service and luncheon. 

2019 Offering Envelopes are HERE! 

It is very important that everyone please only use your NEW envelopes in 2019 and 
discard your old 2018 envelopes, since some numbers have changed. Thanks for 
understanding in this matter. 
 
P.S. Please be sure that you look closely at the name when picking up your envelopes and 
only pick up yours. If you do not see yours, please contact Angie in the church office. 

Childcare Help Needed! 

Calling all volunteers! Our growing children’s ministry needs your help. We especially 
are looking for male volunteers to assist our cadre of women on Sunday morning and 
Wednesday evenings. If you are interested in volunteering for this ministry please let 
Lee Anne Bailie or Eric Coleman know! Ideally we would like to have a monthly rotation 
so everyone can attend worship regularly. 

 

All Members of Fernwood Baptist Church ..................................................... Ministers 

Mrs. Suzanne Wynn Brown ................................................... Director of Music Ministries 

Reverend Eric Coleman ................................................................................ Interim Pastor 

Mrs. Angie M. Quinn ................................................................... Administrative Assistant 

Mrs. Mary Helen Wessinger ......................................................... Financial Administrator 
 

 


