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Our Vision is to be Christ to each other
and our community— doing
justice, loving mercy and
walking humbly with our God.

Upcoming Family Event
Lunch & Movie Event

Sunday, February 24 | 12-3 p.m.

Menu: Chili, cornbread and fixings
Sign up sheet located in the lobby on the information table
and will also be available in the dining room on Wednesday
nights.

The Secret of the Kells
Magic, fantasy, and Celtic mythology come together in a riot of color and detail that
dazzle the eyes in a sweeping story about power of imagination and faith to carry
humanity through dark times. Our movie ties in to our Lenten series!

News from Children’ Missions and
More…
We are learning about "Beloved Community" in our
Missions, and More sessions on Wednesday nights.
We're putting our love into action by making
valentines and sending caring thoughts to church
members who need our encouragement.

Spartanburg Interfaith Alliance –
“Homelessness and the Nearly Homeless:
Wednesday, February 27 (9 - 10am) | Dining Room
Beth Rutherford, SPIHN (Spartanburg Interfaith Hospitality Network); Dr. Craig Burdette,
Catholic Charities; and Dr. Gloria Close, C.A.S.T. (Care, Accept, Share, Teach) will lead us in a panel
discussion about issues, barriers, and what’s being done to reduce Spartanburg County’s ranking
as 5th for homelessness in the state of South Carolina.

Lunch & Learn
Wednesday, February 27 (10am – 2pm) | Dining Room
This event is sponsored by Hospice Care of SC. You are invited to join us here at FERNWOOD for
discussion around the topics: Understanding Alzheimer’s & Dementia (Dori Burgess, Alzheimer’s
Association), Benefits of Hospice & Palliative Care (Amber Clayton, Hospice Care of SC & Natalie
Kramer, Home Instead Senior Care). Q&A Session will follow the presentations. This event is free
for anyone interested. Please RSVP to the church office.

I’m sure you remember a time in your life
when things were not clear…you struggled
with which way to go. Maybe it was due to
shifting schedules, finances, allegiances, or
other determinants that shifted your decision.
In these times I am always reminded of that
classic exchange in Lewis Carroll’s “Alice in Wonderland”.
Cat: Where are you going?
Alice: Which way should I go?
Cat: That depends on where you are going?
Alice: I don’t know.
Cat: Then it doesn’t matter which way you go.

While this may work for Disney characters and fairy tales, we don’t have the luxury of indecision.
This is where the practice of discernment can guide us.
During the month of March we will meet as a church family to discern together where God is
leading Fernwood Baptist Church. Together, we will arrive at a consensus regarding our call to
inclusion and hospitality. This will be accomplished by listening to a brief [15-20 min]
presentation on the topic for the evening and then gathering around the table in small groups to
discuss and listen to the movement of God’s Spirit among us. This process is likely to be different
from anything you have previously experienced. Everyone will be asked to actively participate
and be afforded the space to be heard. Each table’s conversation will be assisted by a trained
facilitator to aid this discussion.

The schedule of topics and presenters are listed below. Each session will be held from 3pm – 5pm
in the Dining Room.
March 3 – Scriptural basis for Inclusion & Hospitality - Dr. Steven Harmon, GWU
March 10 – Fernwood History & Conflict - Margaret League
March 17 – Congregational Care – Dr. Jay Kieve, CBF of SC, Coordinator
March 24 – Living into our Mission Statement – Dr. Gerald Keown
At its very heart, discernment is a conversation – with God, with friends, with guides – a
conversation which leads to more clarity about the direction God is leading our congregation.
There are not right or wrong answers within this process. You are not being asked to change
your opinion on how you feel about any particular issue. Together we will discern what God is
doing among us and the places we are being led into. However, here is the hard
part…discernment cannot be done in isolation. We need the wisdom and feedback of everyone to
help us see those places in each of us where we are yet free to make a choice. We need everyone’s
help to discern God’s movement among us.
These conversations will be challenging as they stretch us in ways unknown. They will take time
and patience, prayer and support. They will be life-giving and exciting as we discern together our
path forward in God’s leading. You are welcome to come to as many or a few of the sessions as
you desire. Upon completion of the four sessions, the deacons will invest time to review the
consensus statements reached each week to determine the next steps. Won’t you consider being
part of this movement of the Spirit at Fernwood Baptist Church?
In closing allow me to share a guiding prayer that has provided me comfort during periods of
discernment in my own life. May these words bless you this day and in the days to come as we
discern together…
“My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going. I do not see the road ahead of me. I cannot know for certain
where it will end. Nor do I really know myself, and the fact that I think I am following your will does not
mean that I am actually doing so. But I believe that the desire to please you does in fact please you. And I
hope that desire in all that I am doing. I hope that I will never do anything apart from that desire. And I
know that, if I do this, you will lead me by the right road, though I may know nothing about it. Therefore I
will trust you always though I may seem to be lost and in the shadow of death. I will not fear, for you are
ever with me, and you will never leave me to face my perils alone.”
~ Thomas Merton “Thoughts in Solitude”

~ Rev. Eric

TOTAL Ministries
Current needs include: Soups (all types), jelly, grits,
oatmeal, canned fruit, applesauce, cake mix and frosting,
one pound bags of dry beans, peanut butter, canned
meats (such as Spam, salmon, tuna, beef stew), cereals,
one pound bags of rice, macaroni and cheese, spaghetti sauce and noodles (pasta), all types of
canned vegetables and toiletries. Collection containers are located in front of the church office.

Family Night Supper Menu for March
March 6
Chili w/Beans
Salad
Cornbread | Dessert
March 13
Mexican Chicken Casserole
Rice | Chips & Salsa
Side salad
Dessert
March 20
Spiral Sliced Ham
Sweet Pot Casserole
Green Beans
Biscuit | Dessert
March 27
Lasagna
Salad
Garlic bread | Dessert

Wednesday, March 6 | 6:30pm
in the Billy Ball Chapel

Faces of Beloved Community
Touring Photography Exhibit
Maybe you missed the opportunity to meet Nell
and Butch Green, CBF field personnel in
Houston, Texas, who came to share with us in
Sunday School and Worship on February 10.
Maybe you missed the afternoon of sharing and
celebration of the work of Christ through CBF
and the Offering for Global Missions on Sunday,
February 17. But, friends, DO NOT miss the
opportunity to leisurely stroll and “take in” the work and reach of CBF Global Missions as
demonstrated in the beautiful, full color photographs hanging in Fernwood’s concourse. On
Sunday, ladies commented that there is not a better place that could display this important work
more beautifully than at Fernwood. The color photos, the natural light, the neutral stone walls,
and the curvature of the building itself all work together to highlight the power of the “Faces of
Beloved Community.”
Perhaps you are like so many who recall the lessons about missionaries in Mission Friends, GAs
and RAs, and even WMU in your spiritual upbringing in church. Memories of learning about
missions at home and abroad sometimes bring to mind feeling a little disconnected from the
actual ministry and the real people involved. This opportunity to see in such a vivid way how
YOU impact people through your giving to CBF Global missions is POWERFUL. Looking into the
eyes of those who have been helped and shown
Christ’s love is MOVING. Please make every
effort to see this exhibit before it is packed up
and sent to its next destination.
Speaking of destinations...did you know that
these photos have only been shown in one other
church in South Carolina? Our exhibit has
traveled from Decatur, GA to Tampa, FL to
Madison, AL to us. We will send it on to
Huntsville, AL and then to Tullahoma, TN. It’s
thrilling to know Fernwood is a part of this
innovative demonstration of building
community in our world.
Do not delay. Arrive early for church Sunday or Wednesday to see it. Call and come by while the
church office is open, Monday-Thursday, 8:30am-4:30pm. Help yourself to a cup of coffee and
enjoy the “Faces of Beloved Community”…before it is too late.

Our Next Book and Discussion Time is...
Our next book discussion will be Sunday, March 17, 2019 @ 12:30 in the
dining hall. We will discuss "The Holy Eclair" by Rebecca Ramsey. The
author will be with us to talk about writing her book and field any
questions. Please contact the church office, if you need a copy of the book
and/or plan to attend. Becky has provided us a discount if we order
directly from her. ($15/ book)

SHARING AND CARING
Roella Mellnik
Eden Terrace
2780 E. Main Street, G 102
Spartanburg, SC 29307

Want to brighten someone’s day!
Send a card, make a visit or call them!
And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him,
who have been called according to his purpose.

Romans 8: 28

Deacons of the Week
Week beginning March 3, 2019
Week beginning March 10, 2019
Week beginning March 17, 2019
Week beginning March 24, 2019
Week beginning March 31, 2019

Mary Beth Lyles/Russ Blackburn
Sara Gardner/Lonnie Myers
Clarence Batts/Gerald Keown
Linda Raines/Jack Todd
Wendy Case/Robert Hendrix

Sunday, March 3
3-5pm - Discernment Session I: Scriptural
basis for Inclusion & Hospitality
Dr. Steven Harmon, GWU – Dining Room
Wednesday, March 6
6:30pm - Ash Wednesday Service | Billy Ball Chapel
Sunday, March 10 – The First Sunday in Lent
Daylight Savings Time Begins – Spring Forward
3-5pm - Discernment Session II: Fernwood History & Conflict - Margaret League – Dining Room
Sunday, March 17 – The Second Sunday in Lent
12-2pm – Book Discussion “Holy Éclair” | Dining Room
3-5pm - Discernment Session III: Congregational Care – Dr. Jay Kieve, CBF of SC, Coordinator
Dining Room
Sunday, March 24 – The Third Sunday in Lent
3-5pm - Discernment Session IV: Living into our Mission Statement – Dr. Gerald Keown
Dining Room
Sunday, March 31 – The Fourth Sunday in Lent
Monday, April 1 – Friday, April 5
District Schools Spring Break
No Regular Activities for the Week
Sunday, April 7 – The Fifth Sunday in Lent
Sunday, April 14 – Palm Sunday
12:15-2pm – Quarterly Luncheon – sponsored by Stewardship & Finance Committees
Thursday, April 18 – Maundy Thursday
7pm – Maundy Thursday Service
Friday, April 19 – Good Friday
7pm – Good Friday Service
Sunday, April 21 – Easter
7am – Easter Sunrise Service at Greenlawn behind St. Paul’s United Methodist Church
7:45am – Breakfast provided by St. Paul’s
9am-1pm – Soup Kitchen

Fernwood Baptist Church
200 Fernwood Drive
Spartanburg, SC 29307
OFFICE HOURS

Mon – Thurs: 8:30am to 4:30pm
Please call ahead for availability.
(864) 582-7467
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Publication Notice
The next bi-weekly e-blast newsletter publication will be Wednesday, March 6, 2019.
NEW Deadline for all articles is Tuesday, March 5, 2019 at Noon. (Printed copies will be
mailed out on Thursday of that week.)
PLEASE NOTE: You may submit your information via email (angie@fernwoodchurch.org) or
through the church office. Please do not submit any information over the phone.
Information submitted after the deadline will not be published until the following issue (no
exceptions). Thank you for your understanding!

