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News from the Pastor Search Committee... 
 
Fellow members of Fernwood Baptist Church, I want to thank 
you for the warm reception you gave to Matt and Clare Johnson 
this past weekend. I sensed your excitement on Sunday as we 
began a new journey as a congregation. 
 
There was a palpable and dynamic atmosphere of hope in our 
sanctuary as we worshiped together and heard the challenging 

and encouraging words from Matt’s sermon. I pray that we will use the next few weeks to prepare 
ourselves to engage this new journey with love for God, love for one another, and love for our community. 
Thank you for your prayers on behalf of the Search Committee over these months. We believe that God 
directed us to the candidate whom he has prepared to lead us into the future. Based on your response on 
Sunday, you believe that too. I celebrate this new beginning. May we all commit ourselves to join our new 
pastor and his family in the adventure which lies ahead for us all. I think a resounding Hallelujah is in 
order! 

                                                                                                       Gerald Keown, Chair, Pastor Search Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Reception and Love Offering 
 
As we prepare for our new pastor, we must say good-bye to Eric, our 
Interim Pastor. We want him to know just how much we have 
appreciated all he has done for Fernwood during this time of 
transition. 
 
The Deacons will be honoring Eric with a reception in the 
concourse immediately following worship on Sunday, May 26.  A 
love offering will be presented to him on that day also.  Please have 
your donations in by May 20, 2019.   

Our Vision is to be Christ to each other 

and our community— doing 

justice, loving mercy and 

walking humbly with our God. 
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Deacon Selection Results 
 

Penny Ginn       Kathy Hensley       Foster McLane       Jean Pruett 

Congratulations to these members which were chosen and have agreed to serve as a deacon. 
 



Saturday evening I had the privilege to 
represent Fernwood Baptist Church at the 1st 
Annual Rainbow Ball hosted by PFLAG 
Spartanburg. 
 

This event was sponsored by a number of 
corporations and individuals from our community to raise money for a youth advocacy center in 
our community. At the event PFLAG announced they raised over $13,000, with donations still 
coming in, and made public the name and location of the new center. The Uplift Outreach Center, 
the first LGBTQ outreach center in Upstate SC, will begin this Fall on our campus in the Nexus. 
The Facility Use Team and I are thrilled to be good neighbors to our community and 
opportunities that allow us to live into our vision statement more fully. Thank you for being a 
loving community that seeks to provide resources for our community partners. Stay tuned for 
more information as it become available. 
 
Also, mark your calendars for Tuesday, June 18 – 6:30pm @ Regal Spartan Stadium 16 
(Fairforest) for a community screening of the film “At the End of the Day.” This film tactfully 
examines the conflict between the LGBTQ community and religious communities. It also 
demonstrates the need for support centers like the newly formed Uplift Outreach Center. 
Spartanburg PFLAG will be hosting discussions before and after the film for further engagement. 
Buy your tickets today, they will not be sold at the door. To purchase tickets follow the link: 
www.tugg.com and put Spartanburg, SC into the location field then follow the link for tickets and 
info.  

~ Rev. Eric 
 

Choir Notes... 
 
You hear the amazing Fernwood Sanctuary Choir and musicians every 
time you come to church. Their commitment to excellence is inspiring! 
But you may not know that members of the Fernwood Choir are busy 
representing us well out in the community. Many of us sang in the 
Community Thanksgiving Service at St. Paul’s Catholic Church; some of 
us joined the Sounds of Diversity Choir for the Unity Celebration on 
MLK, Jr. Day; and a few of us will sing the choral Finale of Beethoven’s 
9th Symphony with the Spartanburg Philharmonic at Twichell 
Auditorium this Saturday, May 11 at 7pm. Come and hear! 
  
Our last Wednesday evening for activities this school year is Wednesday, May 22. This will 
also be the last Wednesday evening choir practice for a while. We’ll begin our summer 
schedule on Sunday, June 2. We start singing at 9:00am, and we’ll be finished by Sunday School 
time at 9:45. Then as usual we’ll meet back in the choir room at 10:40 before heading up to the 
worship service. If you’d like to try out being in the Sanctuary Choir, summer is the perfect, 
low-key time to test the waters. Please join us on any Sunday morning! 

 

http://www.tugg.com/


News...from the Children's Ministry 
 

This month we are giving an update on the Children’s Ministry at Fernwood. I am sure you have 
felt the excitement of hearing voices and footsteps down on the Children’s hall. As of April 28, it is 
all systems go with all the aspects of the children’s ministry: Wednesday night Missions and 
More, Children’s choir, Sunday School, Acolyte ministry, Children’s sermons, and Extended 
Session nursery coverage. 
 
Speaking of the nursery, we are pleased to announce that we have a 
new Nursery Attendant and Children’s assistant! Lara Dym is a 
rising sophomore at Wofford College. She lives on campus during 
the school year but comes home to her parent’s home just off 
FERNWOOD DRIVE! Lara loves working with children of all ages and 
looks forward to getting to know the families at Fernwood. When 
asked if she would miss her home church, First Presbyterian, she 
shared with us that she felt that she would be a part of a faith 
community and important mission here at Fernwood. We couldn’t 
be more pleased. Please help us welcome Lara to the Fernwood 
family. 
 

 

Operation Made in the Shade 
 

We hope that you will help the Fernwood Kids as they embark on 
collected items for Migrant Workers in South Georgia. We join the 
work of young Physician Assistant students from Emory 
University Medical School as they travel to South Georgia to 
provide health care and support to Latino and Haitian workers as 
they harvest some of the very produce we eat here in the Upstate.  

 
Since these workers are in the harsh sun all day, they are in need 
of: 
 
 

 USED HATS AND CAPS 
 MENS LONG PANTS SIZES 28-38 
 TRAVEL SIZE SUNSCREEN 
 SUNGLASSES 
 NON DRESSY SHOES (OLD SNEAKERS, SANDALS, FLIP FLOPS FOR SHOWER STALLS—

PLEASE TIE TOGETHER) 
 REUSABLBE WATER BOTTLES (can be used as long as they are clean) 

 
The children will be collecting these items in bins in the area where the Pastor Portraits are 
located. We will collect through the end of May.  



 

 
 

 
 

May Anniversaries 
 

Conley & Nancy Easler 
May 11, 1974 

 
Bailie & Lee Anne Bailie 

May 14, 2005 
 

Jim & Jean Pruett 
May 23, 1970 

 
 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

May Birthdays 
 
  2 - Wendy Case 
  2 - Nathan Erps 
  3- Susan Plemmons 
  6 - Eric  Coleman 
  7 - Madge Atkins 
  7 - Dot Cate 
  8 - Reid Howard 
  9 - Ruth Cate 
11 - Bill Bagwell 
12 - Andrew Myers 
15 - James Bell 
17 - Kathy Hensley 
19 - Benjamin Vitale 
19 - Melissa Patton 
21 - Martha Ann Carter     
21 - Mary Phillips 
26 - Del Lockhart 
28 - Nicole Cooke 
29 - Ann Haar  
30 - Ben Smart 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SHARING AND CARING 

 

Della Gibbs 
143 Loche Adele Drive 
Spartanburg, SC 29307 

 

Want to brighten someone’s day! Send a card, make a visit or call them! 
 
 

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, 
who have been called according to his purpose. 

Romans 8: 28  
 
 
 
 

FERNWOOD BAPTIST CHURCH 

OPERATING FINANCIAL RESULTS 

Year-To-Date  April 2019 

         

        

Actual Better 

        

or (Worse) Than 

      

Actual Budget Budget 

OPERATING RECEIPTS 
     

 

Contributions Received 
  

$110,885  $118,333  ($7,448) 

 

Use of Building Receipts 
  

$5,350  $0  $5,350  

 

Other Income 
   

$0  $0  $0  

 

Transfers 
   

$0  $0  $0  

 

        Total Operating 

Receipts 
 

$116,235  $118,333  ($2,098) 

         OPERATING 

EXPENDITURES 
       Total Personnel Related 
  

$43,800  $54,017  $10,217  

 

Children / Youth 

Ministry 
  

$523  $1,000  $477  

 

Music Ministry 
   

$270  $1,533  $1,263  

 

Community Ministry 
  

$2,625  $6,833  $4,208  

 

Ministry Teams 
   

$1,936  $1,133  ($803) 

 

State & World Missions 
  

$4,649  $5,334  $685  

 

Operating Ministry 
  

$51,139  $48,483  ($2,656) 

 

         Total Operating 

Expenditures 
 

$104,942  $118,333  $13,391  

         OPERATING RECEIPTS 

MORE(LESS) THAN 
       OPERATING 

EXPENDITDURES 
 

$11,293  $0  $11,293  

      

  
  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spartanburg  Sunday StayCation! 
 
 

Escape Room Adventures Spartanburg 

Bruster’s Ice Cream  

1220 John B White Sr. Blvd.       |      Sunday, June 2 | 2:30 pm  
 
 
 
 

Join your fellow Fernwood members and put your heads together to use clues and 
hints to solve the puzzle that will let you ESCAPE from the room! 
 
What is an Escape Room? You and your team will assemble in a themed room and 
will have one hour to complete your mission and “escape” the room. A successful 
escape will require you to find hidden clues and solve challenging puzzles 
throughout the room. So take a look underneath the rug or sift through the books on 
the shelves, and take a closer look at all those paintings on the wall. You may find a 
string of numbers you need for a combination lock or a good old-fashioned key for a 
padlock. Everywhere you look is a potential clue to get out of an escape room or 
riddle waiting to be solved. But hurry, the clock starts ticking the moment you enter 
the escape room! (There is a panic button that allows you to exit in case of 
emergency.) 
 
Sign up sheet located in the lobby or email pennyginn13@gmail.com.  Escape room 
tickets are $15. 
 



 

Information on Our New 
Senior Pastor 

 

 
Rev. Matthew Kinsland Johnson is 
married to Rev. Clare Conway Johnson. 
Clare currently stays home with, and 
homeschools, their children. She also has 
ex- tensive experience working in 
churches and is a li- censed professional 
counselor, specializing in counsel- ing 
with children. Matt and Clare have three 
children. McCall (Mac) will be eight this 
month. He likes Legos, Star Wars, and 
science. Kinsland (Kinsey) is five and 
likes unicorns, dancing, and writing 
stories. Wake is one year old and likes 
babies, dogs, and singing. 
 
Matt and Clare enjoy traveling, reading, 

and talking to each other while walking in the woods. Clare hails from Houston, TX. She holds a 
Bachelor of Music (Vocal Performance) from the University of North Tex- as, a Master of Divinity from 
the Wake Forest Universi- ty School of Divinity, and a Master of Counseling from Wake Forest. Matt 
grew up in a Navy family. Moving to Spartanburg will mark Matt’s 24th move in his life. Still, he 
considers North  Carolina home. His parents live a few hours away in Franklin, NC. Matt received a 
Bachelor of Arts in Music from Wake Forest University, a Master of Music (Vocal Performance) from the 
Univer- sity of North Texas, and a Master of Divinity from the Wake Forest University School of 
Divinity. 
 
Matt comes from Ridgewood Baptist Church in Louisville, KY, where he has served as pastor since 
2013. Previously, he was pastor of the First Baptist Church of Smithton in Belhaven, NC and on the 
ministry staff of churches in Mount Airy, NC and Advance, NC. He has also taught music at the 
collegiate level. 
 
A lifelong Baptist, Matt has served in denominational leadership at both the state and national level. 
In Louisville, Matt is heavily involved in community concerns. He serves on the leadership council for 
Empower West Louisville, a coalition of black and white clergy seeking to breakdown 
institutionalized racism and uplift businesses, churches, educational institutions, media, and families in 
Louisville’s poorest neighborhoods. He also works to support public schools and defend access to 
affordable healthcare for vulnerable populations. As a pastor, Matt brings vision and a creative energy 
to the work of the church. His gifts are preaching, outreach, and organizing the people of the church 
for effective ministry. He loves getting to know people and hearing their stories. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Matt’s Schedule: Matt will be moving into his office on Monday and Tuesday, June 17 & 18, then, he and 
his family will head to Birmingham, Alabama to represent Fernwood Baptist Church at the CBF National 
Assembly. He will return to the church on Monday, June 24 as he begins sharing all his many gifts of 
ministry with us. Matt will begin leading worship on Sunday, June 30. 
 



Fernwood Baptist Church 

200 Fernwood Drive 
Spartanburg, SC 29307 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Deacons of the Week 
 

       Week beginning May 5, 2019                              Clarence Batts/Gerald Keown 
       Week beginning May 12, 2019                            Linda Raines/Jack Todd 
       Week beginning May 19, 2019                            Wendy Case/Robert Hendrix 
       Week beginning May 26, 2019                            Reed Brown/Mason Harris 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Mon – Thurs: 8:30am to 4:30pm 
Please call ahead for availability. 
(864) 582-7467 
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STAFF 
Suzanne Wynn Brown 

Director of Music Ministries– 864-316-6943 
Suzanne@fernwoodchurch.org 

 

Rev. Eric Coleman 
Interim Pastor – 864-630-1489 

Eric@fernwoodchurch.org 
 

Angie M. Quinn 
Administrative Assistant – 864-978-7404 

Angie@fernwoodchurch.org 
 

Mary Helen Wessinger 
Financial Administrator 

Maryhelen@fernwoodchurch.org 

 

 

Publication Notice 
 

The next bi-weekly e-blast newsletter publication will be  Wednesday, May 22, 2019. 
NEW Deadline for all articles is Tuesday, May 21, 2019 at Noon. (Printed copies will be mailed out 
on Thursday of that week.) 
 
PLEASE NOTE: You may submit your information via email (angie@fernwoodchurch.org) or 
through the church office.  Please do not submit any information over the phone.  Information 
submitted after the deadline will not be published until the following issue (no exceptions).  Thank 
you for your understanding! 
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