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Our Vision is to be Christ to each other
and our community— doing
justice, loving mercy and
walking humbly with our God.

From the Pastor...
As I mentioned a couple of weeks ago, the three things I’m focusing
on in my first few months with you are clarifying identity,
increasing visibility, and decreasing complexity. I wrote a little bit
about clarifying identity last time. Today, I would like to talk about
what I mean by increasing visibility. Once we are clear about who
we are, about why we believe God has gathered this particular
group of people known as Fernwood in this place at this time, then
we want to share that story with the people around us.
Increasing visibility can look like a lot of things. It can be hosting gatherings that would be of interest to
the public at the church. It can be the church engaging in activities happening out in the community. It
can be a missions project. It can be paid advertising. Recently, we got a great example of increasing
visibility: the “earned media” we got from the open house for the Uplift Teen Center. Not only were we
featured in the local paper and two TV news spots, it was a great opportunity for folks from our church to
make connections with people from the community. I personally had three people at that gathering tell
me they wanted to visit our church. It’s amazing how doing the right thing often pays off!
The most effective way to increase the visibility of the church remains the simplest of all: extending a
personal invitation to attend worship to someone you know. I appreciate that so many of you share the
worship services and other social media posts on your own platforms. I would encourage everyone to use
whatever circles of influence you have (online and especially in person) to invite people to come
experience what God is doing at Fernwood.
In worship, we continue to explore “Who is Fernwood?” This Sunday, Gerald Keown’s message will be,
Fernwood: A Truth-Telling Church. I’ll be back with next Sunday’s message, Fernwood: A CompassionFirst Church.

Matt

Object Lesson (Children’s Sermon) this Sunday, August 18 during worship.
The lesson will be led by Melissa Patton.
SOUP KITCHEN, Sunday, August 18 from 9am until 1 pm
Bowling at Star Lanes, Sunday, August 25 – 2-4 pm

MODERN DAY PARABLE
"The Kingdom of God is like the website designer, who strives to create the most enticing site ever. They
want us to 'Come! See! Buy!'. They offer the most compelling, most attractive products for our pleasure
and fulfillment. We must have these to complete our dreams of a contented life, and all it has to offer. We
rush, to check out these promising products, with their enticement and novelty, and we hope for an
antidote to our boredom and restlessness.
But, there is an illusion here. These products, and others like them, do not offer us the ultimate
completion, the everlasting joy that God will bring to our lives. He offers us the well of eternal life. It is
with Him, not on the screen, in the beauty of His natural creation, the faces of His created ones, all around
us, and in His Word, available on our screens, and printed too! Seek! Find! Obey!"
By Nancy Easler

Fernwood Camping Weekend
Croft State Park, Spartanburg
Friday – Sunday, Sep 13 - 15
Campers will need to make their own campsite reservations. The
Ginns are in site 34; there are currently plenty of additional sites
available. Cost is about $55.
If you are interested but don’t have camping equipment, indicate that in the signup sheet located in the
concourse.
The congregation is invited to join us on Sat., September 14 for a day at the lake and covered dish cookout
at 12:00 noon!

Hot Dogs will be provided. If you would like to bring another side dish or dessert, please contact Penny
Ginn. You will need to bring your own drinks and chairs. We are not renting a shelter this year, so please
meet at Campsite #34. You will also have to pay a $2/person ($1.25 seniors) entry fee when you enter the
park. This is cash only and on the honor system. After lunch there will be kayaks and SUPs available for
you to paddle; you can also hike the trail or just sit and enjoy nature and the fellowship.

Coming Group Event...
The Spiritual Development/Prayer Ministry Team proposes to start a book study group, to begin this
September, if enough are interested in joining.
The plan is to meet on a weekday AM at the church around mid-morning , and all those who wish, to go to
lunch together at a local restaurant for a time of fellowship afterward.. We will read and discuss Christian
books together, with the first study to be of -Holy Envy- by Barbara Brown Taylor. There will be a leader
for each study, rotating among those willing to lead. There will be no homework, except reading the book,
and each person would be asked to purchase their own copy. Sharing books is encouraged. Individual
studies would be over a period of weeks with casual discussion and questions each week, before moving
on to a new publication. All ages are invited. No nursery is planned at this time, but if anyone is interested
in offering their time for this service, it could possibly be arranged.
All those who are interested in joining with us or who want more information are asked to contact Nancy
Easler at nancyeasler86@gmail.com or at 864-680-8518.

Please join us for a Farewell Drop-In
for the Jones Family!
Sunday, August 25, 2019
4:00-8:00pm
at the home of Reed & Suzanne Brown
2932 Pacolet Hwy, Gaffney, SC 29340
*RSVP with your # of guests by Aug 17 to
suzannewynnbrown@gmail.com or 864-316-6943
(Thaddeus will be back at Sewanee, but we expect Laura, Stuart, Nathan, & Aaron!)
We will have a basket to collect cards & well-wishes. If you aren’t able to be here but would like your
wishes to be included, mail them to the address above before the party date.

Family Night Supper
We will begin our Family Night Supper on Wednesday, August 28. We will have supper at 5:30 until about
6:15, then we will have a time of fun and fellowship along with information about our upcoming
Wednesday Night Bible Studies.
Our cost will be going up a little.
Adults - $7 each
Children 4 until 10 - $3
Children 3 and under – Free
Reservation deadline is Mondays at Noon. Since this is the beginning of the new Fall activities, EVERYONE
will need to call or email to be placed on the list. Remember to let me know if you will be on the
permanent list or not. This is a self-sustaining fund.
Wednesday, August 28
5:30pm – Kick Off Cookout Supper and Celebration – Dining Room
A brief description of our upcoming Bible Study time.
Hot Dogs, Hamburgers, Slaw, Baked Beans, Chips & Cookie w/Drink
$7 - 11 - Adult
$3 for Children 4 until 10
FREE - Children under 3
Reservations required - Deadline, Mondays at Noon
7pm - Adult Choir Rehearsal - Music Suite

Many thanks to everyone for your thoughts and prayers during my special
week last week and for this month. Prayers are never to be taken lightly and
I appreciate your comfort during stressful times as I am sure the rest of the
Fernwood family does.
Many thanks again for your support of our church family.

Clarence Batts
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Alzheimer's Support Group
2nd Wednesday each Month (Dining Room) – 10:30-12:00
An Alzheimer’s support group is an open gathering of people with common challenges, needs and
interests who come together to share their feelings, thoughts and experiences in a combined effort to
better cope with and manage the shared problems of dementia in a safe environment. All support groups
are facilitated by trained individuals. This group is open to any caregivers in our community. Our next
meeting is September 11.

Publication Notice
The next bi-weekly e-blast newsletter publication will be Wednesday, August 28, 2019. Deadline
for all articles is Tuesday, August 27, 2019 at Noon.
PLEASE NOTE: You may submit your information via email (angie@fernwoodchurch.org) or through
the church office. Please do not submit any information over the phone. Information submitted after
the deadline will not be published until the following issue (no exceptions). Thank you for your
understanding!

