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Our Vision is to be Christ to each other
and our community— doing
justice, loving mercy and
walking humbly with our God.

From the Pastor...
As the summer winds down we are ready to get back into our full
church schedule. New committees and ministry groups will soon meet
for the first time. Wednesday night activities resume. It can be a busy
time. But it also gives us an opportunity to reflect on the complexity of
our governing and decision making structures.
In my first 100 days, I have been on the lookout for ways in which we
can clarify our identity, increase our visibility, and decrease our complexity. It’s the last point I would like
to focus on today.
Churches, especially congregational churches like ours that govern themselves, become more complex in
the ways they make decisions as time goes on. It’s a natural tendency of all organizations. That
complexity has benefits: it increased accountability and deliberation. It helps insure that the best
decisions are being made.
But it also has a downside. In a world that is moving at a faster and faster pace, churches need to be
nimble. They must respond to challenges and opportunities quickly. I once heard about a church that
needed the permission of three different committees before they could repaint a room. This type of
rigidity and delay can be deadly for a church. By the time a decision has wended its way through the
labyrinth of the church’s decision making structure, the opportunity may have passed. Precious energy
and volunteer hours have been used up on debating decisions rather than action.
I’m hopeful that we can identify opportunities to streamline complex decision making processes. We
should capitalize on high-capacity leaders in the church, equipping them to do their job well and then
empowering them to make decisions on behalf of the congregation. In many ways, the recent changes to
the responsibilities of the deacons attempts to address some of these very issues. Let’s find other ways
we can decrease complexity so we can more effectively minister to one another and our community.
My sermon series “Who is Fernwood?” is winding down. The final sermons, “A Welcoming-Table Church”
and “A Cost-Counting Church”, will be over the next two Sundays. I hope you will join us!

Matt

The Church office will be closed
on Monday, September 2
for the Labor Day Holiday.
The staff wishes everyone a safe and happy holiday.

SOUP KITCHEN NEWS...
On Sunday, August 18, was a very hot day and we witnessed a person walking over a mile to get to the
Soup Kitchen for a meal. We served over 120 children and adults. We are reminded how blessed we are
to have food and shelter so conveniently. We had 14 Fernwood folks and 5 Community Service folks
worked together to prepare and serve a much appreciated meal.
Thanks be to God.

Thank You Notes...
Dear Fernwood,
Just want all of you to know how much I appreciate your cards and
prayers. My heart issues are under control and the doctor said he would
see me in 5 years with my knee.
All is good! I am blessed!
Lynda McLane
Dearest Fernwood,
We are grateful for the witness you have shared, and sharing and obviously will share - especially to
those who need to know that they are included in God's loving kingdom on earth, in Spartanburg!
With Love, thoughts, prayers and great fondness,
Stuart & Laura Jones
Forwarding Address
Stuart & Laura Jones
8482 State Highway 704
Madison, NC 27025

Book Study Group
The Fernwood Book Study Group will meet on Thursday’s beginning,
September 5, 2019, at 10:30 AM, in the Bride's Room, on the adult
Sunday School hall. All are invited.
The first book offered is "Holy Envy" by Barbara Brown Taylor. This study
will be led by Wendy Case. Our first meeting will include a time of welcome and information. Bring a
notebook and pen for taking notes and writing down your observations while studying at home, and for
class time. Please bring your own book. At this time, "Holy Envy" is not available in the church library,
and it is checked out/on hold at the public library. If you can, share with one another.
Contact Nancy Easler at Nancyeasler86@gmail.com or at 864-680-8518 for more info. We look forward
to seeing everyone next week.

Family Night Supper Menu for September 2019
Sept 4
Mexican Chicken Casserole
Yellow Rice
Salad & Chips & Salsa
Dessert
Sept 11
Parmesan Encrusted Chicken
Baked Potato & Steamed Broccoli
Dessert
Sept 18
Baked Spaghetti
Sliced Fruit & Salad & Garlic Bread
Dessert
Sept 25
Meatloaf
Mashed Potatoes & Green Beans
Roll & Dessert
11 yr. old - Adults - $7 each
Children 4 to 10 - $3
Children under 4 – Free
Deadline to make reservations are Mondays at Noon.
Library News...
The Library Ministry Team would like to thank several members of the
Fernwood family for donations to our library. Janet and Russell Broome
donated a series of 25 Mark Twain books. Sharon and Gerald Keown donated
books by William Barkley that cover all 27 books of the New Testament. These
can be found in our reference section. Jean and Jim Pruett contributed several
non-fiction, as well as, fiction books.
Visit our library which is open every day including Sunday. The library has a
non-fiction section as well as many fiction reads. The reference section is filled
with a host of informative books.
Alzheimer's Support Group
2nd Wednesday each Month (Dining Room) – 10:30-12:00
An Alzheimer’s support group is an open gathering of people with common challenges, needs and
interests who come together to share their feelings, thoughts and experiences in a combined effort to
better cope with and manage the shared problems of dementia in a safe environment. All support groups
are facilitated by trained individuals. This group is open to any caregivers in our community. Our next
meeting is September 11.
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Fernwood Camping Weekend
Croft State Park, Spartanburg
Friday – Sunday, Sep 13 - 15
[[

Campers will need to make their own campsite reservations. The Ginns are in site 34; there are currently
plenty of additional sites available. Cost is about $55.
The congregation is invited to join us on Sat., September 14 for a day at the lake and covered dish cookout
at 12:00 noon!
Hot Dogs will be provided. If you would like to bring another side dish or dessert, please contact Penny
Ginn. You will need to bring your own drinks and chairs. We are not renting a shelter this year, so please
meet at Campsite #34. You will also have to pay a $2/person ($1.25 seniors) entry fee when you enter the
park. This is cash only and on the honor system. After lunch there will be kayaks and SUPs available for
you to paddle; you can also hike the trail or just sit and enjoy nature and the fellowship.

Publication Notice
The next bi-weekly e-blast newsletter publication will be Wednesday, September 11, 2019.
Deadline for all articles is Tuesday, September 10, 2019 at Noon.
PLEASE NOTE: You may submit your information via email (angie@fernwoodchurch.org) or through
the church office. Please do not submit any information over the phone. Information submitted after
the deadline will not be published until the following issue (no exceptions). Thank you for your
understanding!

