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Our Vision is to be Christ to each other
and our community— doing
justice, loving mercy and
walking humbly with our God.

Welcome, NEW MEMBERS!

We would like to welcome,
Jennifer Bogan & Lisa Emerson
joined Sunday, July 28, 2019.

We would like to welcome,
Jon & Lauren Barker
joined Sunday, September 8, 2019

Called Church Conference/Business Meeting
Wednesday, September 25
following Family Night Supper in the Dining Room.
We will have a called Church Conference/Business meeting on Wednesday, September 25, at 6:15 for the
purpose of asking the church to grant the Building and Grounds Committee full authority to accept valid
offers for the sale or lease of the property which includes the old Boy Scout Hut. Please come to voice
your questions and comments. We will vote following discussion.

A BIG Happy 98th Birthday
to our oldest member,
Margaret McDowell
on Tuesday, September 10.

Family Night Supper Menu
for September 2019
Sept 18
Baked Spaghetti
Sliced Fruit & Salad & Garlic Bread
Dessert
Sept 25
Meatloaf
Mashed Potatoes & Green Beans
Roll & Dessert
Deadline to make reservations are Mondays at Noon.

Croft State Park, Spartanburg
Saturday – Sunday, Sep 14 – 15
The Ginns are in site 34.
The congregation is invited to join us on Saturday September 14
for a day at the lake and covered dish cookout at 12:00 noon!
Hot Dogs will be provided. If you would like to bring another side dish or dessert, please contact Penny
Ginn. You will need to bring your own drinks and chairs. We are not renting a shelter this year, so please
meet at Campsite #34. You will also have to pay a $2/person ($1.25 seniors) entry fee when you enter the
park. This is cash only and on the honor system. After lunch you can also hike the trail or just sit and
enjoy nature and the fellowship.

From the Pastor…
Sunday Morning Series
Fatherly Advice
and 2nd Timothy

1st

Wednesday Night Adult Bible Studies
Modern Day Parables
at 6:15 every Wednesday

Book Study Group
every Thursday, at 10:30am in the Bride's Room on the Adult Hall
The book which we are reading is "Holy Envy by Barbara Brown Taylor.

BLOOD DRIVE at FERNWOOD
Sunday, Sep 22, 9:30am - 12:30 pm
Donors receive a $20 Walmart gift card. The bloodmobile is open to anyone, not just Fernwood members
- so spread the word! Donors can answer the Health History Questionnaire online that morning to get an
eXpress Donor Pass; this will streamline your donation process. A sign-up sheet will be on the table
during Family Night Supper on Wednesdays and also on Sundays on the table in the concourse.

The 2019-2020 Ministry Council began its new year with
inspiration and direction from Pastor Matt Johnson. We were
challenged to convey the message to those who come to
Fernwood that they are cared for and prepared for.
We are looking forward to putting our collaborative efforts to
work in the next couple of months as Ministry Teams plan
and carry out various events and activities where we will
celebrate, engage and serve Spartanburg. Be sure to stay
connected by way of the Footsteps Newsletter, Facebook, Instagram, and our worship guides to see all
that is going on at Fernwood. It is an exciting time at Fernwood and it is not too late to find a ministry
where you can get involved. Take a look at our new visual representation of the Ministry Council.

Deacon’s Bench
September 2019
Sunday your Deacons had our Annual Retreat. Matt shared the three principles he has been writing
about in the Footsteps over the last few weeks: Clarify Identity, Increase Visibility and Decrease
Complexity.
The Deacons discussed ways we have already been following these principles and brainstormed ways we
can continue to follow them. You will hear more about these in the weeks ahead. Some of the ways we are
already following these principles are:





New Directional Signs have been purchased. One has been installed at the intersection with
Woodburn. Another sign has been completed, received, and city permits approved, but is in a
holding pattern, waiting for the new owners of the property to give their approval. Thank you
Communication Ministry Team for making us more visible to our community.
We have been in the news and on Facebook announcing the opening of our doors to Uplift
Outreach Center. Thank you Facilities Use Team for your helping us clarify our identity as a
welcoming church.
Our Church Procedures were amended to simplify our Deacon Selection process and a start at
simplification of Church Procedures. Thank you to the adhoc committee that helped us decrease
complexity.

Here are a few of the ideas identified as ways we can continue these principles.




We will enlist the Communication Ministry Team to look at signage in front of our doors to direct
visitors to enter our place of worship.
We want to use social media, Website, Facebook and Instagram, to help us clarify our identity as a
welcoming church. We discussed having a simple value statement that we can all use to tell our
friends who we are. More on that later.
We developed another adhoc team to take another look at simplifying our Church Procedures.
Kathy Hensley is heading up this team.

These are just a few of the ideas discussed. Your Deacons are committed to boldly moving forward.
In the regular part of our Deacon’s meeting we approved Fernwood’s participation in a cohort with other
CBF churches in SC, NC, and GA, “Growing Young.” We will have a team of four from Fernwood that will
meet with teams from the other participating churches during 2020. This team will meet twice face to
face in Georgia and have several webinar meetings. These will be led by the Fuller Institute. There will
be a coach that our team can call on as we move through the process of “Growing Young.” This Cohort is
to help churches learn how to involve and retain young people.
On November 3, Paula Dempsey, from The Alliance of Baptist, will be with us in worship. She will then
have an “eat and learn” session with the Diaconate. We will be listening to see how we might benefit
from a partnership with this group. We will also be listening to see how we might be beneficial to their
group. This is NOT an attempt to exit from CBF. A church can be a member of both groups. If we see that
this partnership can be beneficial for both, The Alliance of Baptist and Fernwood, we will bring it to the
church for approval.
I look forward to serving you as Deacon Chair this year.

Wendy Case

Benevolence Offering
We will start a new tradition of collecting for our Benevolence offerings on the 5th Sundays. These dates
are as follows: September 29, 2019, December 29, 2019, March 29, 2020, May 31, 2020, August 30, 2020
and November 29, 2020. There will be two ways to give. The loose offering collected during worship on
these dates listed above or you can write a check and mark it for Benevolence offering. This account
accumulates funds that will be used for benevolence needs as determined by Fernwood ministerial staff.

September Birthdays
2 - Dan Vincent
4 - Lori League
5 - Stephanie Stiltner
8 - Lonnie Myers
10 - Margaret McDowell
15 - Lloyd Callaway
15 - Rusty Keesler
16 - Margaret League
17 - Randy Giles
17 - Amber Hutzell
17 - Jack Robinson, Sr.
18 - Margaret Phillips
18 - Myra Hendrix
23 - Button Wilburn
25 - Deanna Jordan
27 - Randy Gardner
28 - Gerry Moore

SHARING AND CARING
Diane Anthony
Spartanburg Rehab. Institute
160 Harold Fleming Court
Rm. 408
Spartanburg, SC 29303

Anniversary
Ken & Peggy Barton
September 8, 1963

A MISSION PROJECT
Right Here on our own Campus!

Coat and Blanket Drive starting this Fall!
Fernwood will again host several Coat and Blanket giveaways this winter. Start collecting coats and
blankets in any size and look for the rack in the concourse.

Hub City
Empty Bowls Event
benefiting Total Ministries
On Soup Day… is when hundreds of
brilliantly glazed, handcrafted pottery
bowls made by local citizens are
presented to the community as
fundraiser to feed local needy citizens.
It is truly an impressive sight! Patrons
will donate $20 per bowl (theirs to
keep) and enjoy unlimited gourmet
soups, bread, and tea; live music; and
the fellowship of like-minded citizens
who want to end hunger in Spartanburg. It really is the philanthropic spirit of the day that is most
satisfying. All proceeds will go toward TOTAL Ministries, a local charity that helps citizens in financial
straits. In recent years, more than $33,000 was raised each year. Regional musicians are also at Soup Day,
performing free throughout the day. For just $20, get a handmade pottery bowl, your fill of soup, live
entertainment, and a warm feeling of doing good.
Many people get several bowls and use them as meaningful gifts throughout the year.
Friday, Oct. 4
First Dibs: Preview Party
Spartanburg Marriott
5:30-8:30 p.m.
$60 per person
Saturday, Oct. 5
Soup Day
Spartanburg Marriott
11 a.m.-3 p.m.
$20 per person

UPCOMING EVENT
Sunday, October 13

Installation of Reverend Matthew K. Johnson
during the morning worship.
Reverend Bill Leonard will be our guest minister.
Following worship we will have a Celebration Luncheon. The meat and drinks will be provided by the
Ministry Council. We are asking everyone to bring a side dish and dessert. Please remember we will have
many guests joining us for our meal.

Spartanburg High School
HOMECOMING PARADE
New Route this Year!
Wednesday, October 16
We will be collecting BOTTLED WATER from now until Wednesday October 9th, outside the church office.
We will also need individually wrapped snacks (cookies, brownies, rice krispy treats, etc.) We are asking
for prepackaged items due to allergies and safety issues. NO HOMEMADE BAKED GOODS, PLEASE.
The PARADE will begin at Jordan Oil on Fernwood-Glendale Road and proceed to the New Spartanburg
High School by way of Webber Road. We are asking for a team of 10 volunteers to serve at the parade. We
will need 4 people to man the tent which will be located on Webber Road at McCracken Middle High
School. We will need the remaining 6 people to hand out water bottles, snacks and information pertaining
to Fernwood. These volunteers will need to be in place by 5pm. This activity is an opportunity for
Fernwood to visibly support our Eastside community while inviting families to attend our Community
Dinner and Fall Festival.
A sign-up sheet to volunteer for this team will be on the table during Family Night Suppers and in the
concourse on Sundays.
Family Night Supper on October 16th will be at its regular time, 5:30 until 6:15pm. Volunteers who serve
at the parade and are signed up for Family Night Supper can pick up their TO GO dinners in the dining
room when they return from the parade.

Fernwood Baptist Church
200 Fernwood Drive
Spartanburg, SC 29307
OFFICE HOURS

Mon – Thurs: 8:30am to 4:30pm
Please call ahead for availability.
(864) 582-7467
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STAFF
Suzanne Wynn Brown
Director of Music Ministries – 864-316-6943
Suzanne@fernwoodchurch.org
Rev. Matt Johnson
Senior Pastor – 502-974-4480
Matt@fernwoodchurch.org
Angie M. Quinn
Administrative Assistant – 864-978-7404
Angie@fernwoodchurch.org
Mary Helen Wessinger
Financial Administrator
Maryhelen@fernwoodchurch.org

Publication Notice
The next bi-weekly e-blast newsletter publication will be Wednesday, September 25, 2019.
Deadline for all articles is Tuesday, September 24, 2019 at Noon.
PLEASE NOTE: You may submit your information via email (angie@fernwoodchurch.org) or through
the church office. Please do not submit any information over the phone. Information submitted after
the deadline will not be published until the following issue (no exceptions). Thank you for your
understanding!

