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Fall Festival with Community Dinner 
Saturday, October 26     |     4 until 7 

ALL EVENTS ARE INSIDE & Free of Charge 
 

EFLC/Dining Room/Gym 

 

Book Study Group 
every Thursday, at 10:30am in the Bride's Room on the Adult Hall 

 
The Fernwood Book Group will start a new book study will begin on October 31 and run through 
November 21. I Was Hungry, by Jeremy Everett. This book study will be led by our pastor, Reverend Matt 
Johnson. This promises to be a timely and interesting study, and I want to invite all congregants to join 
our existing group as we begin this study. This would be a good time to join us, if you are not already 
attending. Please let Nancy Easler know by phone (864-680-8518) if you would like to be a part of this 
study.  
 

Pride Festival 
Saturday, November 2 

Sign-up sheet to help is located on the table in the concourse. 
 

SOUP KITCHEN REPORT 
Sunday was a bountiful day.  We prepared and served a wonderful meal to over 160 people today 
including 6 children.  Our bodies were weary at the end of the serving time but our spirits were uplifted 
as many people who needed us came and blessed us with their smiles and thanks as we served them 
food.  There were 9 Fernwood folks and 6 Community Service folks who helped make this a wonderful 
day for all. 
                                                                                                                                               Thanks be to God for everyone. 
                                                                                                       Clarence 
 

 
Dear Church Family, 
Thanks to each and all for your prayers for my family during this past week. 
Some of you may or may not remember that Rodney was a member here at 
Fernwood during the early "Billy Ball" days; and that Rodney and Mary were 
married by Dr. Ball in the Billy Ball Chapel.  

                                                                         Again, Many Thanks, Madge Atkins 

Our Vision is to be Christ to each other 

and our community— doing 

justice, loving mercy and 

walking humbly with our God. 
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Staff Celebration, Sunday, November 10 
Angie Quinn has been part of our Fernwood Family for almost 20 years. She will be celebrating her 20th 
anniversary with us in November. Angie has been the face of Fernwood to many people for much of this 
time, greeting them when they come into the office, answering the phones, meeting them for various 
reasons. Angie has seen us through many staff changes, remaining a stable factor in the office. She has 
always been professional in her duties, completing her job responsibilities with a cheerful attitude. We 
will be celebrating with Angie on November 10 during the worship service with a reception immediately 
following the service. There will be a place for cards and well wishes as we recognize Angie for her 
service. 

Sabrina 
Personnel Chair 

 

Events to Remember for November 
 

Sunday, November 10 
12-3pm - Child Safety Session 

led by Dr. Jay Kieve in the Dining Room 
 

2-4 pm – Bowling 
Star Lanes Bowling 

 

 

Ministry Team Minute 
 

Not only is there a little chill in the air, but there is also a buzz of energy evident all around Fernwood this 
fall. Your Ministry Council is busy coordinating the events that are going on all around our campus and 
beyond.  
 

 Fernwood members have celebrated with an inspiring installation service for our new pastor 
followed by a lovely luncheon.Our Worship and Congregational Care teams worked together to 
accomplish an amazing Red Letter Day for Fernwood and her members. 

 Fernwood has engaged with our community by holding a Blood Drive, passing out water to SHS 
Homecoming Parade spectators and participants, and planning/inviting our neighbors to share in 
a free community dinner with games and fun galore. 

 Our Family Life, Missions/Outreach, and Children's Ministry teams have been working together to 
offer radical hospitality to all. 

 And finally, our Fernwood Family has served those in need through its continued support of Total 
Ministries and the Soup Kitchen. Our Missions and Family Life teams are constantly looking for 
ways to connect our members with those in need. 

 

You will be hearing more about those very soon. Ministry Council's focused efforts are to initiate and 
coordinate opportunities for Fernwood to live out her vision of being Christ to one another and our 
community. Stay tuned to the church calendar, worship guides, e-bulletin board in the concourse, and 
future Footsteps newsletters for information on how you can invest yourself in making a difference at 
Fernwood. 

At your service, Lee Anne Bailie 

Ministry Council Chairperson 



From the Pastor… 
“We like to say that we are a different kind of Baptist church.” 

 
I say this every Sunday during the welcome at the beginning of the worship service. Saying we are 
“different” is not something I made up, it’s part of how the church was described to me during the 
interview process. It’s one of the reasons I was intrigued about the possibility of being your pastor. 
 
I’ve had conversations with some of you, however, who have reservations about using the word 
“different” to describe Fernwood. Some people feel that it is using a negative to describe our church over 
and against other churches. You have been here a long time and you don’t want to be different. You want 
to be loving, welcoming, friendly…you just want to be Fernwood. 
 
I can appreciate that point of view. We are loving, welcoming, and friendly and I want us to be known for 
those things! But I would like to explain why I, and others, have chosen to say we are “a different kind of 
Baptist church”. If you have reservations about using that word, I hope you can at least appreciate why 
we are using it, even if you don’t fully agree. 
 
The unfortunate truth is that Christians, and especially Baptist Christians, have gotten a pretty bad (and 
often well-deserved) reputation. As I mentioned in a sermon a few weeks ago, most young people think 
Christians are anti-gay, judgmental, too political, and hypocritical. We know that we aren’t any of those 
things! But it’s important that we communicate that to the people of our community if we hope to ever 
have them darken the sanctuary doors. 
 
The thing about Fernwood is, we are different from a lot of other churches. We take an non-literal 
approach to reading the Bible, like I talked about in my sermon on Sunday. That’s different. We use Jesus 
as our lens when we read scripture. That’s different. We support women in ministry, welcoming them to 
serve as deacons, ministers, preachers, and anywhere else God might call them. That’s different. We 
welcome and affirm members of the LGBTQ community as made in the image of God just the way they 
are. That’s different. We don’t tell people in our congregation that you have to vote for a particular 
candidate if you are a Christian. That’s different. We don’t think we all have to agree about everything 
(even about using the word “different”). That’s different. 
 
It is my firm belief that there are people in Spartanburg looking for a church like Fernwood. But they 
don’t know about us. They don’t know that we aren’t like the churches that turned them off to organized 
religion in the first place. They are looking for something different. We have to tell them that we aren’t 
what they think of when they see “Baptist church”. 
 
What I hope we can all realize is that in order to reach people we’ve never reached before, we have to do 
things and say things we’ve never done and said before. Some of the things we say and do might seem 
strange to those of us who have been in church a long time. But the shift we must make in our thinking is 
to consider first and foremost how those things will be perceived by unchurched people, rather than 
what we think of them. That needs to become our priority. 
 
The most different person who ever lived was Jesus. He turned social and religious norms on their heads. 
He welcomed children, women, and all those who were shunned by the “important” people of the day. But 
it was what was different about Jesus that was precisely what drew people to him. So, when we think 
about it, being different isn’t so different after all. To be different is to be faithful to the work we have 
been doing all along: loving, welcoming, and serving everyone in the name of Jesus. Let’s dare to be 
different. 

Matt 
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A MISSION PROJECT 

Right Here on our own Campus! 

Coat and Blanket Drive has started! 
As you buy new winter clothing, please keep our coat drive in mind and bring your used clean coats to 
church for our giveaways!  We need more men's coats.  We also need more blankets, hats, and gloves - all 
sizes and styles! The men appreciate work gloves for the winter too. 
 
We are partnering with ReGenesis Health Care to help distribute items, and we also plan to host a 
giveaway here at the church in late November or early December. 
                                                                                                                                                                            Thanks – Penny 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Mon – Thurs: 8:30am to 4:30pm 
Please call ahead for availability. 
(864) 582-7467 
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Suzanne Wynn Brown 

Director of Music Ministries – 864-316-6943 
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Rev. Matt Johnson 
Senior Pastor – 502-974-4480 

Matt@fernwoodchurch.org 
 

Angie M. Quinn 
Administrative Assistant – 864-978-7404 

Angie@fernwoodchurch.org 
 

Mary Helen Wessinger 
Financial Administrator 

Maryhelen@fernwoodchurch.org 

 

 

Publication Notice 
 

The next bi-weekly e-blast newsletter publication will be  Wednesday, November 6, 2019. 
Deadline for all articles is Tuesday, November 5, 2019 at Noon. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: You may submit your information via email (angie@fernwoodchurch.org) or through 
the church office.  Please do not submit any information over the phone.  Information submitted after 
the deadline will not be published until the following issue (no exceptions).  Thank you for your 
understanding! 
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