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Welcome New Members! 
 

We would like to welcome Stafford and Rebecca Turner to 
Fernwood. They have been a part of our church for a while 
and we are so pleased they have joined us in membership. 
Welcome, Staff and Becky! 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Coat & Blanket Giveaway 
 

hosted by 
Fernwood Baptist Church 
Abrigas y Mantas Gratis 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Who: anyone who needs help staying warm 
What: coats, blankets, gloves, hats, etc 

adults and children’s sizes - adultos y ninos 
When: Sunday, November 24, 2 – 3 pm 

   Where: Fernwood Baptist Church 
200 Fernwood Drive 
(near eastside Aldi’s) 

Why: to share God’s love 

Our Vision is to be Christ to each other 

and our community— doing 

justice, loving mercy and 

walking humbly with our God. 
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Thank You Note 
 
Words cannot express how grateful and blessed I am to be a part of Fernwood. I would 
like to say thank you to everyone for the beautiful service and wonderful gift card to Grove 
Park Inn for my 20th Church Year Anniversary gift. Also for all the cards and well wishes 
which were so meaningful to me. Thank you again for your graciousness and generosity. 

Blessings in Christ, 

Angie Quinn 
 

Staff Information 
 

Rev. Matt Johnson, Senior Pastor and Angie Quinn, Administrative Assistant are out of the 
office from Friday, November 22 until Saturday, November 30. Emergency contact is Dr. 
Gerald Keown – 864-621-6005. 

 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS FOR NEXT WEEK 
Monday, November 25  -  9:00 am until 4 pm 
Tuesday, November 26  -  9:00 am until 4 pm 

Wednesday, November 27  -  9:00 am until Noon 
Thursday, November 28 – Closed for Thanksgiving Holiday 

Friday, November 29 – Closed for Thanksgiving Holiday 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Fernwood Baptist 2019 

Stewardship Goal 
 

2019 has been a fantastic year for Fernwood 
Baptist Church. Let's see it to the end by reaching a 
very attainable goal of $400,000 in operating 
receipts. This monitor will measure our progress to 
this goal. Thanks so much for all you have done and 
will do to make this happen for our Church. 
 

Stewardship and Finance Team 
 
 

 



Ready or not, we are moving into our busy 
time of year. Advent and Christmas are 
almost here! I want you to know about two 
exciting opportunities for you to invite 
people to come learn more about 
Fernwood.  

 
First, we are starting a new Sunday School class geared towards people in their 20s-30s. 
This class, led by Melissa and Drew Patton, will officially "kick off" on December 1st. 
During Advent, they will take a deep dive into the Christmas story. They meet in room 
225, which is the last room on the left of the adult Sunday School hall.  
 
Second, our Advent season begins with a bang on December 1st with our Hanging of the 
Green service. This service, during our regular worship hour, will be filled with the sights 
and sounds of Christmas, as our sanctuary is decorated for the first time this season. It is 
truly a not to be missed worship opportunity. 
 
With all these exciting things going on at Fernwood, it's a great time to invite someone to 
come experience what God is doing here. Make sure you invite your family, friends, and 
neighbors to come learn more about the reason for the Season.  

Matt 

 

Wreath Making Event 
 

Saturday, December 7 

Dining Hall 

10:00-12 noon 

 
$25 for 18" wreath, 3-5 floral/natural picks, 

and morning cafe items. 
Bring your own wire-edged ribbon for your bow. 
Additional thematic packs of picks, decorations, 
and a limited amount of pre-made bows will be 

available for purchase. 
 

 
We hope you will come and enjoy this annual time of fellowship with women at Fernwood 

and our friends at other area churches as we gather and enjoy one another in preparing 
for the holidays. Here is the link to my registration form for the Wreath Event. 

https://forms.gle/iuvJFhXguTPoSdEH8 

https://forms.gle/iuvJFhXguTPoSdEH8


Upcoming December Events 
 

Caroling & Chili Supper 

Sunday, December 8  |  4:00 pm 
 

Here We Go A-Caroling... Come one! Come all! 
   

We will go Christmas caroling to our dear Fernwood Family on Sunday, December 8 at 
4:00 pm.  Wear your reindeer antlers, Santa hats and jingle bells as we gather in the 
Dining Room and prepare to leave.  We will have several groups of carolers and plan to 
carpool for those who do not care to drive. 
  
We’ll come back to the church for a warm chili supper. Please sign up to come and 
participate, and also to let us know what you would like to provide for the supper.  

*********** 

Church-Wide Christmas Supper 

Wednesday, December 18, 2019 in the Dining Room 
 

Our Church-Wide Christmas celebration supper will be on Wednesday, December 18 
beginning with Supper at 5:30pm until 6:15. We will then have a time of caroling and 
celebration of the Christmas season for all ages. Please remember to contact the church 
office if you are not on the regular Family Night Supper reservation list, so you will not 
miss out on all the fun. 
 

$7 for 12 years old and Older 
$3 for Children 4 - 11 yrs. Old 

Children under 3 and under FREE 
 

Reservation deadline, Monday, December 16 at Noon. 
 
 

Staff Love Offering 
 

In appreciation of our staff here at Fernwood, would you 
consider a “Love Offering?” 
 
We will receive these offerings through Sunday, 
December 15. You can use the envelope provided on the 

information table or simply place your check in the offering plate. Please be sure to write 
in the memo section of your check “Staff Love Offering.” 



This month we want to share some 
happenings from the Children's Ministry. 
Shortly after our Sunday School Kick-off Meet 
and Greet in September, we began a new 
format for Children's Sunday School. We now 
begin with a Praise and Prayer time in the 
Music room for the first 15 minutes of the 
Sunday School hour. We share in music, 
movement and moments of connecting across 

the age groups as all children gather together. Our music selections include action songs 
and even hymns that integrate the main ideas of our Sunday School lessons. We've even 
sung songs that prepare us for relating to what is happening in worship. 
  
Speaking of worship, we are so excited that on the Third Sundays of each month that 
preschool children and older are being included in a Children's Lesson during the worship 
hour in the Sanctuary. It is wonderful to hear the little voices and see our youngest 
Fernwood family experiencing the call to worship and the passing of the peace with 
everyone. In December, we will even have a special opportunity to share with music in the 
service. Thanks to Barbara Jean Callaway for her energetic Advent and Christmas music 
leadership. The congregation is in for a special treat. 
 
All these special things that are going on with the children wouldn't be possible without 
the dedication of amazing people who love, teach and nurture the youngest folks at 
Fernwood. We thank Linda Raines, Clarence and Scarlet Batts, Barbara Heinick, Jennifer 
Bogan, and Lee Anne Bailie for their work every week down on the Children's Hall. These 
fine folks recently went through Stewards of Light child safety training led by Jay Kieve to 
ensure that our children and those in our community are able to live and learn in a safe, 
nurturing environment. We also want to thank our Nursery Attendants, Lara Dym 
(Wofford sophomore) and Stephanie Cumez-Ortiz (Converse sophomore), for their help in 
keeping our littlest friends on Sundays and Wednesday nights. And for all of the adults 
who take turns helping in Extended Session, we appreciate all that you do to make 
Fernwood warm and welcoming for all ages. 

 
 

Event to Remember for November 
 

Tuesday, November 26 
6:30pm - Community Thanksgiving Service 

held at Central United Methodist Church 
233 North Church Street, Spartanburg 

 
 



Deacon’s Bench 
 

There are several activities in process that you 
need to be aware of. 
 
1.    A Special Committee has been appointed to 
continue to simplify our procedures and 
governing documents. This committee is led by 
Kathy Hensley and consists of Gerald Keown, 
Penny Ginn and Wendy Case. 
 
2.    Another Special Committee has been 

appointed to write procedures and plans for the Security Plan for Fernwood. We have 
some security processes in place, but no written guidelines we can use for training. In 
today’s climate we feel that we need to tighten up these processes, get them in writing, 
and make some training available to all who wish to be a part of this process. We want 
Fernwood to be a safe place for all to worship. This Committee is led by Jack Todd and 
includes Foster McLane and Jean Pruett. 
 
3.    You know we invited Paula Dempsey from Alliance of Baptist to worship with us and 
meet with the Diaconate to discuss how our church might align with this organization. 
While we found Alliance of Baptist very similar to our mission and vision statements the 
Deacon’s decided that we need to table this discussion for now, allowing us to settle in 
with our new Pastor and relook at this possible alliance in the future. In the mean time I 
invite you to check out this organization and offer your questions to us for consideration 
at a later date. You can access their website at allianceofbaptist.org. 
 
4.    Because of some issues with Service Master our Building and Grounds Committee has 
accepted a bid from a new cleaning service, Mess to Freshh, to begin servicing our facility 
on December 2. 
 
5.    The Deacons are working on a smoother process for taking up Offering. You will notice 
some changes over the next couple of months as we work out the kinks. We are always 
trying to make our service more worshipful. Those of you who are not active Deacons, but 
assist with this process will be getting a new schedule by January 2020 and will be 
contacted by your team leader concerning the new procedure. 

 
Serving with you, 

Wendy Case 

Deacon Chair 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

TOTAL Ministries 
Current needs include: 
 
Soups (all types), jelly, grits, oatmeal, canned fruit, applesauce, cake mix and frosting, one 
pound bags of dry beans, peanut butter, canned meats (such as Spam, salmon, tuna, beef 
stew), cereals, one pound bags of rice, macaroni and cheese, spaghetti sauce and noodles 
(pasta), all types of canned vegetables and toiletries. Collection containers are located in 
front of the church office. 
 

 
 

Let us pray for all to be happy, 
to love one another, 

to help each other, 
to gain wisdom, 

for all to receive God’s blessings, 
to break free from the illusion 

that is distracting us from our true nature. 
No one shall go hungry, 

no one will suffer, 
abundance is with everyone 

and all negativity shall be removed!   
 

 
 

The Staff wishes everyone 

a safe and Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

SHARING AND CARING 
 

Wanda Robbins 
Eden Terrace, Apt. S 206 

2780 E. Main Street 
Spartanburg, SC 29307 

 



Fernwood Baptist Church 

200 Fernwood Drive 
Spartanburg, SC 29307 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Mon – Thurs: 8:30am to 4:30pm 
Please call ahead for availability. 
(864) 582-7467 
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STAFF 
Suzanne Wynn Brown 

Director of Music Ministries – 864-316-6943 
Suzanne@fernwoodchurch.org 

 

Rev. Matt Johnson 
Senior Pastor – 502-974-4480 

Matt@fernwoodchurch.org 
 

Angie M. Quinn 
Administrative Assistant – 864-978-7404 

Angie@fernwoodchurch.org 
 

Mary Helen Wessinger 
Financial Administrator 

Maryhelen@fernwoodchurch.org 

 

 

Publication Notice 
 

The next bi-weekly e-blast newsletter publication will be  Wednesday, December 4, 2019. 
Deadline for all articles is Tuesday, December 3, 2019 at Noon. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: You may submit your information via email (angie@fernwoodchurch.org) or through 
the church office.  Please do not submit any information over the phone.  Information submitted after 
the deadline will not be published until the following issue (no exceptions).  Thank you for your 
understanding! 
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