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January Family Night Supper Menu 
Jan 8 

Grilled Chicken over a Garden Salad 
Baked Potato with all trimmings / Dessert 

 

Jan 15 
Bowl of Chili / Cornbread 

Garden Salad / Dessert 
 

Jan 22 
Parmesan Encrusted Chicken / Rice pilaf 

English Peas / Roll & Dessert 
 

Jan 29 
Meatloaf / Mashed Potatoes 

Green Beans / Roll & Dessert 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

Sunday, December 22 
Regular schedule 

 

Tuesday, December 24 
The Church Office will be closed for Christmas Eve. 

5pm –  A Candlelight Christmas Eve Service 
in the Sanctuary 

 

Wednesday, December 25 
The Church Office will be closed for Christmas Day. 

 

Thursday, December 26 
The Church Office will be open regular hours. 

 

Sunday, December 29 
Regular Schedule 

 

Tuesday, December 31 
The Church Office will be closing at noon 

(to close out the end of the Year) 
 

Wednesday, January 1, 2020 
The Church Office will be closed for New Years Day. 

Our Vision is to be Christ to each other 

and our community— doing 

justice, loving mercy and 

walking humbly with our God. 
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Important 
Info on 

Wednesday 
Night 

Activities 
 

Family 
Supper and 

Regular 
Wednesday 

Night 
activities will 
begin again 

on 
Wednesday, 
January 8, 

2020! 



Advent and Christmas are a time when the church focuses 
our attention on a very counter-intuitive idea: that God’s 
ultimate expression of love was to become a human being 
like you and me. And God didn’t show up in our midst as a 
powerful general or opulent king. God showed up as a 
baby, born to no-account parents in a small town. On that 
first Christmas night, the ultimate expression of hope for 

all creation was found as a vulnerable baby, lying in a feeding trough, being worshiped by a few dirty 
shepherds. 
 
When God moves in the world, we are often not prepared for where and how God will show up. The past 
is not always prologue. God is a God of surprises, confounding our wisdom and expectations. That’s how 
God worked on Christmas. Maybe that’s a lesson we can use to apply to the rest of our lives as well. 
 
Where is God moving in your life, in our community, in ways so unexpected we are in danger of missing it 
altogether? How is God working in your family, in your work, in your neighbor’s life in unexpected ways? 
How is God present to, and working through, the lives of people we prefer not to see at all? How is God 
working through the homeless man on the corner, the immigrant family at the grocery store, the teenage 
girl with way too many problems down the street? 
 
Are we open to the message of Christmas? Are we open to seeing God in and through the messy and 
hidden lives of real people, or are we only expecting God to show up in certain prescribed, sterile, 
“religious” ways despite all the evidence offered to us by this season that God is always working in hidden 
and small ways, ways that confound the wise and the strong? 
 
Unfortunately, I think we are prone to miss God at work even here at church. We want to see God 
working in the church in ways that God has worked in the past. And if we see the things we used to do not 
working so well, we decide that the best thing to do is try and keep doing those things. But we try harder. 
And harder. And still, they don’t work anymore. And in the meantime, God is moving in new ways right 
under our nose and we don’t even see it. 
 
This Christmas, as we find the Christ-child in the manger, that most unexpected of all places, let’s look 
around and find where God is working in new ways all around us. It might be right under our nose. Don’t 
miss it. 

Matt 

 

Fernwood Baptist 2019 Stewardship Goal 
 

2019 has been a fantastic year for Fernwood Baptist Church. Let's see 
it to the end by reaching a very attainable goal of $400,000 in 
operating receipts. This monitor will measure our progress to this 
goal. Thanks so much for all you have done and will do to make this 
happen for our Church. 
 
Stewardship and Finance Team 
 

 



Our Next Coat & Blanket Giveaway will be Sunday, January 26    -    2pm-3pm 
We had 25 families at the coat giveaway this past Sunday. Our supply is very low; we are out of blankets, 
hats and gloves and don’t have many coats left. Watch for after-Christmas sales to help restock, and bring 
your hand-me-downs as you receive new gift items! 
 

Proposed 2020 Ministry Plan Schedule 
 

Monday, December 23, 2019 
2020 Ministry Plan e-blast (Paper copy to those who still get paper newsletter) 

 

Wednesday January, 8, 2020 
Ministry Plan discussion time 6:15pm 

 

Sunday, January 12, 2020 during worship 
CHURCH CONFERENCE to vote on Proposed 2020 Ministry Plan 

 

Key Information & Year End Contributions! 
 
#1 – Contributions must be received no later than December 31, 2019, by 
NOON to be recorded on your 2019 contribution statement. Contributions 
received after December 31, 2019 will be posted in 2020 and included on 
your 2020 contribution statement. 
 

#2 – You will receive a written acknowledgement of your financial 
contributions for 2019. These statements will be issued by January 31, 
2020. 

 

A-Caroling We Went!... 
 
On Sunday afternoon and early evening December 8, the Fernwood 
Carolers and guests set out to visit shut-ins in 4 retirement facilities and 
lots of folks in their homes.  These were our Fernwood Family members 
that we have not seen in a long, long time at church.   
It was exciting to have enough carolers to divide into three groups 
comprised of children and adults, so we could spread smiles and Christmas 
cheer a lot quicker.  Some of the comments were: “That was a wonderful 
treat!  Thank you so much!”,  “Thank you so much for coming into the 
Dining Room to sing to all of us and where are you from?”, “Very pretty.”,  “Look at the children!”, and 
“Lord have mercy!  Look who is here!  Y’all come right on in!”   
The joy that spread across the shut-ins faces warmed our hearts more than the chili supper warmed our 
tummies when we finished caroling!  This is an advertisement for you to join the fun next year!   
Thank you so much to all who participated in any way to make this night one to remember for a long, 
long time.   
May this Fernwood tradition continue for years to come... 
Your Fernwood Ministry Council 

 
 

2020 Newsletter 
Publications 

January 8 & 22 
February 5 & 19 

March 4 & 18 
April 8 & 22 
May 6 & 20 
June 3 & 24 
July 8 & 22 

August 12 & 26 
September 9 & 23 

October 7 & 21 
November 4 & 18 
December 2 & 16 

SAVE THE DATE!!! 

Quarterly Luncheon 

Sunday, January 12 
following worship. 



Fernwood Baptist Church 

200 Fernwood Drive 
Spartanburg, SC 29307 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Report from the Soup Kitchen 

Sunday, December 15 was a fruitful day.  With the assistance of several Community Service workers and seventeen 
(17) Fernwood folks we prepared and served a wonderful meal  to 145 people today.  Though some of us had to 
overcome some barriers, everyone who participated was blessed beyond measure. 

NEW News... 

We are excited to announce, we have two new classes (Young Adult and Youth). Both are located on the Adult 
Sunday School hall. Please see a greeter for directions.  
 

Scripture Reading in Worship 
 

Have you ever wanted to lead in Worship?  Well if you can read, now is your chance to do just that.  The Scripture 
Reading/Prayer of Adoration sign-up sheet is on the Concourse Table.  Readers are needed for January soon!  If you 
wish to read and not pray, please check scripture reading only box.  Also, Matt sometimes writes Prayers of 
Adoration that coordinate with the sermon, and those can be read too.  This worship leadership opportunity is 
offered to children, youth, and adults. Please bring your calendars to church and sign up for at least one Sunday in 
the New Year!    

Thank you, The Worship Ministry Team 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Mon – Thurs: 8:30am to 4:30pm 
Please call ahead for availability. 
(864) 582-7467 
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Publication Notice 
 

The next bi-weekly e-blast newsletter publication will be Wednesday, January 8, 2020. Deadline for all 
articles is Tuesday, January 7, 2020 at Noon. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: You may submit your information via email (angie@fernwoodchurch.org) or through the 
church office.  Please do not submit any information over the phone.  Information submitted after the deadline 
will not be published until the following issue (no exceptions).  Thank you for your understanding! 
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