
 
SERMON SERIES 

  

October 16 
Jesus TALKS: Prayer 

 
October 23 

Jesus TALKS: Generosity 
 

October 30 
Jesus TALKS: Conversion 

 
 
Coats and Blanket Drive 
We are again collecting coats and blankets for our Giveaway ministry.  We have a pretty good start with 
what's left from last year; but we hope to do a giveaway as soon as we have our first cold snap - so we need 
your help! 
 
As you're cleaning out your closets, please bring any coats that you're getting rid of to church.  There will 
be a rack in the concourse where you can hang them. We also need blankets, hats, gloves, scarves and 
socks. Let your friends know too! 

 
 

The Habitat work day will be on Saturday, October 29, either morning or afternoon.  
The location is the Blackburn Home at 625 Fulton Avenue in Spartanburg.  We expect 
to be doing siding.  A sign-up sheet is in the concourse or you can contact Russ 
Blackburn at 864-621-6095 with questions.  
  
  
 
News from Family Life Ministry Team 
There has been some talk of reviving the FernGold group, the senior members of Fernwood Church.  In the 
past, this group would take trips, often eating and enjoying fellowship together. 
 
If you'd like to see this group become active again, and/or if you have suggestions for activities, please let 
me know! 

Penny Ginn, Family Life Chair 
email or 864-923-0232 

  

  

ootsteps 

  

  
  Vol. XXXIX           October 13, 2022                     No. 18  

  
  

Our Vision is to be Christ to each other  
and our community— doing   
justice, loving mercy and  

walking humbly with our God.   
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Fernwood Family, 

There’s a song by the band Counting Crows that says, “It’s 
been a long December and there’s reason to believe maybe 
this year will be better than the last.” I feel like we have all 
approached the endings of the last several years with that 

hope: “This year has been hard. I hope next year will be better.” Personally, I had high hopes for 2022. But, 
as it turns out, this has been one of the most difficult years of my life.  

Here’s a list of some of the things that happened in 2022: I broke my foot and needed surgery, as well as 
months of recovery; continued, unprocessed grief over church members we have lost; a “pandemic 
hangover” from the stress of all the changes that were necessary during that time; starting a PhD program; 
working through significant personal, marriage, and family issues; my whole family getting COVID…I could 
go on. 

The compounding of these events have left me depressed, overwhelmed, and burned out. Over the last 
several months, in particular, I have found it hard to perform all of the responsibilities necessary to be a 
pastor. In some ways, my experience is part of a larger trend. A recent Barna study indicates that almost 
half of all pastors have considered quitting in the past year.  

Pastoral care, specifically, has become increasingly difficult to the point of being almost impossible. When I 
have nothing left in my tank, no emotional energy to give, it is a struggle to reach out to someone else and 
offer my support. If I have hurt or neglected you because you have not received the pastoral care you 
needed, I’m sorry, and I hope you will be able to forgive me.  

After several discussions with the Deacons and my Pastor Support Team, we have agreed on a plan of 
action. Beginning October 31, I will be away from the church until November 27. The time off I am taking 
will be a combination of the three weeks of sick leave I have each year, plus a week of my remaining 
vacation. The Deacons are making plans to cover all the responsibilities of the pastor during my time away. 
More information about that will be forthcoming.  

During my time away, I will be working with my psychiatrist, my therapist, and some trusted church 
members to focus on rest, recuperation, and healing. I am also in conversations with my PhD program 
about taking a year away and picking up my studies again next fall. My hope is that I will return to you on 
the first Sunday of Advent, rejuvenated and ready to be the pastor you deserve.  

I appreciate the Deacons, the Pastor Support Team, and each and every one of you for walking with my 
family and me during this time. I know this is not what you were hoping for, and it is certainly not 
something I ever anticipated needing to do. But I believe that this process will not only make me a stronger 
and better pastor, it can provide the opportunity for Fernwood to be an ever better church. Thank you for 
your love, care, and understanding. 

 
 

 For our Members! 
The Sanctuary is open to the church family for your weekday private 
reflection, prayer, meditation, and contemplation in the inspirational 
panorama of the windows from 9:00 AM-4:00 PM, Monday-Thursday. May 
you always feel God's presence and love at Fernwood. 



 SAVE THE DATE 
 

Trick or Treat 
 

Sunday, October 30 from 4-6pm 
 

Invite your friends & family. 
 

 
Ways You Can Help our Trunk or Treat A Success! 

• Candy donations now through 10-30-22 - Place in boxes in concourse 
• Adults to pass out candy at their car trunks 
• Contact Lee Anne at email 

 
Thank You Notes... 

 

Dear Fernwood family, 
My heartfelt thanks for all the prayers and to those who provided a meal. The food was appreciated and 
enjoyed by all. Thanks again for all the prayers, cards and well wishes. 

Blessings, Mike Hendrix 
 
Dear Fernwood family, 
I want to express my love and gratitude for the Fernwood family. I am grateful to those who coordinated, 
organized, communicated, directed, sang, preached, and hosted the ordination services. Your hospitality 
and kindness towards my family made the event special. I appreciate the many ways you’ve shown your 
support— through letters, cards, emails, and texts. Bless you for being a blessing! 

Blessings, Michon McCorkle 

 
WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY  

 

The Roots: Basic Baptist Beliefs  
If you are not able to attend the Bible Study on Wednesday nights, you can join us 
LIVE on Zoom. The link to the Zoom will be sent out to members by email at 5pm on 
the evening of the study.  NEW SCHEDULE BELOW:  
                  
                                    10-19-22: What are the Holy Spirit and the Trinity? - Matt Johnson 
                                    10-26-22: What About Sin? - Matt Johnson 
                                    (While Matt is away - see below) 
                                    11-02-22: Jim Pruett will speak on Depression 
                                    11-09-22: Lauren Ward Greer - Estate and End of Life Planning 
                                    11-16-22: Dr. Aaron Rice - The History of the Baptist Hymnal 
                                    11-23-22: Thanksgiving Week – no program 
                                    (Matt will return to scheduled Bible Studies) 
                                    11-30-22: What is the Gospel? - Matt Johnson 
                                    12-07-22: How do we act as Christians? - Matt Johnson 
                                    12-14-22: How do we grow in our faith? - Matt Johnson 
 

mailto:communications@fernwoodchurch.org


 
Missions Opportunity 

 
Next Sunday, October 16, Fernwood will begin a drive to collect items for 
Piedmont Care’s pantry. Piedmont Care provides compassionate care, 
prevention and advocacy to HIV/AIDS clients in the Upstate. The director is our 
own Tracey Jackson, a longtime member of Fernwood. 
 

Fernwood has supported Piedmont Care for many years both financially and by providing snacks for their 
monthly support meetings.  The Missions Team would like to honor this partnership and Tracey’s many 
years of service by collecting the following items to replenish their pantry: 
 
 

Food items (individually packaged) 
Peanut butter 
canned & pouched tuna and chicken 
canned good, pasta & sauce 
Hormel non-refrigerated meals 
bottled water 
 
A more complete list can be found on their website, under the Get Involved tab, where. This drive will run 
until November 20. Thank you for your participation!    

Thanks! Susan P. 
 
 

 
Oct. 19 

Chicken & Dumplings 
Garden Salad  /  Toasted Bread 

Dessert 
 

Oct.26 
Vegetable Beef Soup 

Grilled Cheese  /  Side Salad 
Dessert 

 
COST:        Adults - $7.50      Children 4 to 11 - $4.00      Children 3 and under – FREE 

DEADLINE to reservations is Mondays at NOON.  

call 864-582-7467, or  email the church office or fill out the registration form 
which is available on the information table in the lobby.. 

Remember to let Angie know if you will be on the permanent list or not. 
Deadline for reservations are Mondays at NOON. 

  
This is a self-sustaining fund which means if you are signed up 

and do not come, you will still need to pay. 

 

 

 

Personal care items 
 
toothpaste & toothbrushes 
deodorant 
razors & shaving cream 
combs and brushes.   

https://piedmontcare.org/
mailto:office@fernwoodchurch.org


 
In-Person Book Group 
 
I have ordered everyone a copy of the book (Used 
paperback). “Seven Women: And the Secret of Their 

Greatness”. I will get a copy to each of you as soon as I get them. Please read a Chapter of any one of the 
Women who interest you. Each of the world-changing figures who stride across these pages—Joan of Arc, 
Susanna Wesley, Hannah More, Sister Maria of Paris, Corrie ten Boom, Rosa Parks, and Mother Teresa—is an 
exemplary model of true womanhood.  We will discuss them when we get together. We will begin this book 
group meeting on Tuesday, October 18 at 10am in the Bride's Room. 

Thanks, Mary Phillips 
 

Zoom Book Group in October 
The Book group began October 11 and will finish up on October 25, at 7:00pm, Michon McCorkle will be 
facilitating the book, “Maid, Hard Work,  Low Pay, and A Mother’s Will to Survive, by Stephanie Land. 
 This is a memoir of the life and struggle of the author.   
 
From Amazon’s preface: 
“ At 28, Stephanie Land's plans of breaking free from the roots of her hometown in the Pacific Northwest to 
chase her dreams of attending a university and becoming a writer, were cut short when a summer fling turned 
into an unexpected pregnancy. She turned to housekeeping to make ends meet, and with a tenacious grip on 
her dream to provide her daughter the very best life possible, Stephanie worked days and took classes online 
to earn a college degree, and began to write relentlessly. ” 
 
If you are interested in attending our Zoom group contact Wendy at email or Kathy Hensley at email for the 
Zoom link and password.  Kathy and I will be leading the Zoom group this year.  

Blessings, 
Wendy Case 

Discipleship Facilitator 

 
TOTAL Ministries 
Current needs include: soups (all types), jelly, grits, oatmeal, canned fruit, applesauce, cake mix and 
frosting, one pound bags of dry beans, peanut butter, canned meats (such as Spam, salmon, tuna, beef 
stew), cereals, one pound bags of rice, macaroni and cheese, spaghetti sauce and noodles(pasta), all types 
of canned vegetables, and toiletries. Collection containers are located in the hall in front of the church 
office. 

Choose How You Give what the Lord has blessed you with! 
“All must give as they are able, according to the blessings given to them by the Lord your God” 

Deuteronomy 16:17 
  
Give easily and securely… 

1. Offering envelopes during the service or by mail. 
2. Set up bill pay straight from your bank. 
3. On our Website 
4. Directly through our online giving 
5. Text from your phone: 73256 then keyword “fernwood” and dollar amount and follow the 

instructions. 

 

mailto:wendylouford@yahoo.com
mailto:henslekd@gmail.com
http://www.fernwoodchurch.org/
http://onrealm.org/FernwoodBaptist/give/now


 
 

FERNWOOD BAPTIST CHURCH 
OPERATING FINANCIAL RESULTS 

Year-To-Date  September 2022 
         

        Actual Better 
        or (Worse) Than 
      Actual Budget Budget 

OPERATING RECEIPTS      
 Contributions Received   $393,185  $329,928  $63,257  

 
Use of Building 
Receipts   $2,750  $0  $2,750  

 
Interest 
Income    $2,369  $0  $2,369  

 
Processing 
Fees    $381  $0  $381  

 Other Income    $0  $0  $0  
 Transfers    $0  $0  $0  

 
        Total Operating 
Receipts  $398,685  $329,928  $68,757  

         
OPERATING 
EXPENDITURES      

  
Total Personnel 
Related   $166,359  $166,323  ($36) 

 Community Ministry   $16,380  $19,605  $3,225  

 
Children / Youth 
Ministry   $492  $1,387  $895  

 Music Ministry    $4,048  $6,600  $2,552  
 Educational Ministry   $296  $300  $4  
 Evangelistic Ministry   $5,224  $6,750  $1,526  
 Family Life Ministry   $281  $750  $469  

 
Ministry 
Teams    $1,797  $1,725  ($72) 

 State & World Missions   $15,933  $13,088  ($2,845) 
 Operating Ministry   $165,886  $188,400  $22,514  

 
         Total Operating 
Expenditures  $376,696  $404,928  $28,232  

         
OPERATING RECEIPTS 
MORE(LESS) THAN    
    OPERATING 
EXPENDITDURES  $21,989  ($75,000) $96,989  

          
 
 
 

 

 



 



Fernwood Baptist Church 
P. O. Box 7058 
Spartanburg, SC 29304 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
 
Mon – Thurs: 8:30am to 4:30pm 
Please call ahead for availability. 
 
(864) 582-7467 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Sunday 

9:45am - Sunday School in-person and online 
11:00am - Worship in-person and online 

 
If you miss the live-stream service online, it will be 

available immediately after the service on 
Facebook and on our website by Monday. 

   
Publication Notice  
The next printed newsletter will be Wednesday, October 26, 2022. Deadline for all articles is Tuesday, October 
25, 2022 at Noon.  
  
PLEASE NOTE: You may submit your information via email (angie@fernwoodchurch.org) or through the church 
office. Please do not submit any information over the phone. Information submitted after the deadline will not be 
published until the following issue (no exceptions). Thank you for your understanding!   

 

STAFF 

Mrs. Lee Anne Bailie 
Director of Family 

 and Communication Ministries 
communications@fernwoodchurch.org 

Rev. Matt Johnson 
Senior Pastor – 502-974-4480  

Matt@fernwoodchurch.org 
 
Angie M. Quinn  Administrative Assistant 

864-978-7404 
Angie@fernwoodchurch.org 

Dr. Stafford Turner 
Director of Music Ministries  

sturner14@gardner-webb.edu 
 

Mary Helen Wessinger 
Financial Administrator  

Maryhelen@fernwoodchurch.org 
 

Don Williams 
Custodian 

 
Dr. P. Randall Wright 

Pastor Emeritus 
 

FOOTSTEPS (USPS 456270) 
Published weekly except Christmas and New 

Years by Fernwood Baptist Church, P. O. Box 7058, 
Spartanburg, SC 29304 

Periodicals Postage PAID, Spartanburg, SC 

Postmaster: send address changes to FOOTSTEPS, 
Fernwood Baptist Church, P.O. Box 7058, 

Spartanburg, SC 29304 (864) 582-7467 

Wednesday 
5:30pm - Wednesday Night Supper in the Dining Room 
6:15pm – Bible Study – for Adults in the Dining Room 

in-person and online 
6:15pm – Children's Missions, Music & More -  

Children’s Hall 
7:00pm - Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal in the Music Suite 
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