FERNWOOD BAPTIST CHURCH WELCOMES

EV. DR. KELLI
KIRKSEY




FROM THE
SEARGH
TEAM

The Pastor Search Team began our
process last May and spent many
hours together reading and
discussing the numerous resumes
sent to us by the Center for Healthy
Churches and individuals. Taking
our job very seriously and
proceeding prayerfully, the
Reverend Dr. Kelli Kirksey captured
our attention from the very
beginning. She not only “checked
all of our boxes” but, with each
encounter with her, she captured
our hearts as well. As a team, we
are wholeheartedly recommending
that Dr. Kirksey become the next
pastor of Fernwood Baptist Church.
She is loving, compassionate, and,
as one of her references told us, she
loves Jesus. In addition, she has a
heart for the pastoral ministry of
the  church and she has
demonstrated special gifts in
pastoral care (something which is
very evident from the first time one
meets her). We as a team strongly
believe that you all will come to
love and respect her, as all of us
already do.

Sara Gardner, Jean Pruett,
Lauren Barker, Cedric Starr,
Jason Patterson, Stafford Turner,
and Warren Kay

FROM PEOPLE WHO
KNOW DR. KIRKSEY

If I was responsible to call a pastor | would
search for someone like Kelli Kirksey.
During her 7 years of ministry with Inman
First Baptist, Kelli has led in building a
strong ministry with children, youth and
their families. Her leadership reveals her
strong commitment to pastoral care. She is
also a gifted preacher with well-developed
sermons that are delivered with loving
engagement.

| am grateful for our shared ministry. |
commend her to you.

Rev. Dr. Paul Moore
Senior Pastor at Inman First Baptist

\ o

From the moment | met Kelly, | suspected
that she was a gifted pastor. All the times
I've seen her in action confirmed my first
impression. | asked Kelly to apply for every
open pulpit in South Carolina during my
tenure as CBFSC coordinator because she
is smart, kind, and deeply faithful. Her
spiritual maturity and emotional
intelligence shine through her preaching
and pastoral care. Kelli is quick to laugh,
steady in decision-making, and has a
generous spirit. | have no doubt that she
and Fernwood Baptist will flourish
together.

Peace,

Jay Kieve
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship



MEET THE REV. DR. KELLI KIRKSEY

Dr. Kirksey comes to us as a candidate for Senior Pastor here at Fernwood
with over ten years of experience in a variety of ministry positions. Currently,
she serves as the Minister of Family Life at Inman First Baptist Church. Prior
to her ministry at Inman, Kelli was the Associate Pastor at San Souci Baptist
Church in Greenville.

Kelli received her Bachelor of Arts in Religion and Speech Communications
from Baylor University in Waco, TX, her Master of Divinity from M.
Christopher White School of Divinity at Gardner-Webb University in Boiling
Springs, NC, and her Doctor of Ministry from McAfee School of Theology in
Atlanta, GA. She was ordained in 2009 by Morningside Baptist Church here
in Spartanburg, where she served as both a Pastoral Intern and as the
Interim Children’s Minister. Serving on her ordination committee were our
own beloved Mike Henseley and Gerald Keown. She is a strong supporter of
the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship and demonstrates that as the Co-
Coordinator of Baptist Women in Ministry of South Carolina, as well as
serving on the Coordinating Council of the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of
SC.

Kelli's husband, Will, owns an amusement company and works at town
festivals such as Spartanburg’s Spring Fling. He is very supportive of Kelli and
her calling and reports that “she is a dynamic speaker.” Kelli and Will have
four children — Layla, 17; George, 15; Ella, 13; and Will, 9. All are very active in
their various schools and in the life of the church where their mom now
serves. Kelli reports that their “home is full of big personalities, laughter, and
lots of love.” Kelli has a natural gift for pastoral care, and you can sense her
deep love for people as soon as you meet her. In her cover letter to the
Pastor Search Team, she told us, “l have discovered that what | love most
about ministry is the privilege of walking alongside people through every
season of life..While | feel called to preach, for me, the most life-changing
ministry is rooted in presence and relationship -- being with people in
everyday life and reminding them of God'’s grace at work in their lives.” As
one of her references told us, “Kelli just loves Jesus.”

The diversity of Kelli's experience in ministry makes her the natural pastoral
leader for Fernwood in our ongoing journey toward the practices of love and
justice, proclaiming Jesus as Lord, while helping us deepen our yearning to
be open to go where the Spirit leads us together.




Rev. Kelli George Kirksey, her
F n M I lv husband, Will, and her children
|

| am honored to be considered for the position of Senior Pastor at Fernwood
Baptist Church. | am grateful for the prayers, conversations, and

discernment that have brought us to this point, and | am excited to see what
God has planned for us.

My family is central to my life and approach to ministry. My husband, Will,
and | have four wonderful children: Layla (17), George (15), Ella (13), and Will
(9), who teach me daily what it means to live and love like Christ. They have
all grown up in the church, and faith is integral to our home and family.

These past few months of this journey have felt like a season of confirmation
for me. | fondly remember discussing the prophets in one of my first
seminary classes with Dr. Gerald Keown, and through my first internship
with Rev. Mike Hensley, discovering what faithful, everyday congregational
ministry looks like. It was especially meaningful that both later served on my
ordination council, affirming my calling to full-time vocational ministry. | am
forever grateful for their guidance, and | now see clearly God’s hand guiding
my call to this moment.

| have had the privilege of preaching at Fernwood twice before, and each
time | have felt a spirit of warmth, faithfulness, and genuine love for the Lord
and for one another. My prayer is that, together, we will continue to grow in
Christ, serve our community with compassion, and encourage each other in
faith. I look forward to listening to your stories, learning from your
experiences, and joining you in the work God is already doing here. In the
coming weeks, | look forward to meeting you over coffee, in small groups, or
during worship.

With joy and gratitude,

Rev. Kelli George Kirksey



